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With the impending demise of modernist planning, the footprints and corpses of
failed modernist visions are littered everywhere. A vacuum of implementable
urban theories has occurred at the time when unprecedented expansion and
restructuring of cities in rapidly developing economies are taking place. In this
collection of essays, William S W Lim zeroes in on the peculiarities and
dynamics of present Asian urban and architectural conditions in order to
challenge and transcend the socio-ecological forms and political influences
generated by the current system of global capitalism. Part I of this book consists
of the main essay, which attempts to establish baselines for an effective
formulation of ethical urbanism in Asia, by clarifying issues that have previously
been unquestioningly bound up with Western values and discourses. As an
architect/urbanist, Lim lends a determinedly spatialist and environmental
perspective to issues such as rights, ethics, happiness and social justice, while
compelling his readers to rethink previously established notions about them. Part
II of this book consists of three city studies on Hanoi, Shanghai and Singapore,
completed in the last two years, which attempt to match Lim’s theoretical
formulation with actual conditions occurring in Asia today. Also included is
“Asian Architecture in the New Millennium”, a fascinating discourse on
contemporary design conducted from a postmodern perspective.
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With the impending demise of modernist planning, the footprints and corpses of failed modernist visions are
littered everywhere. A vacuum of implementable urban theories has occurred at the time when
unprecedented expansion and restructuring of cities in rapidly developing economies are taking place. In this
collection of essays, William S W Lim zeroes in on the peculiarities and dynamics of present Asian urban
and architectural conditions in order to challenge and transcend the socio-ecological forms and political
influences generated by the current system of global capitalism. Part I of this book consists of the main
essay, which attempts to establish baselines for an effective formulation of ethical urbanism in Asia, by
clarifying issues that have previously been unquestioningly bound up with Western values and discourses.
As an architect/urbanist, Lim lends a determinedly spatialist and environmental perspective to issues such as
rights, ethics, happiness and social justice, while compelling his readers to rethink previously established
notions about them. Part II of this book consists of three city studies on Hanoi, Shanghai and Singapore,
completed in the last two years, which attempt to match Lim’s theoretical formulation with actual conditions
occurring in Asia today. Also included is “Asian Architecture in the New Millennium”, a fascinating
discourse on contemporary design conducted from a postmodern perspective.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Asian Ethical Urbanism sets out the challenge to all involved in the improvement of city life in times of
explosive growth. And that, as Lim argues requires innovation from us all, policy setters, developers and
designers."

.,." recommended to architects and planners with an interest in doing more than merely facilitating Asia's
wild capitalism ..."

About the Author
William S W Lim graduated from the Architectural Association (AA) London and continued his graduate
studies at the Department of City and Regional Planning, Harvard University. Lim is a citizen of Singapore.
He was principal architect at Malayan Architects Co-Partnership from 1960 to 1967, Design Partnership
(later renamed DP Architects) from 1967 to 1981, and William Lim Associates from 1981 to 2002. Lim is
co-founder and chairman of the Asian Urban Lab (2003) and president of AA Asia. He was also president of
the Singapore Heritage Society from 1988 to 1997, and of the Singapore Planning and Research Group
(SPUR) from 1966 to 1968. Presently, Lim is Adjunct Professor of the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology (RMIT) University, Australia, and Guest Professor of Tianjin University, China. Lim was
conferred a Doctor of Architecture Honoris Causa by RMIT University in 2002 and Honorary Professor by
LaSalle-SIA College of the Arts (Singapore) in 2004. Currently, Lim writes and lectures on a wide range of
subjects relating to architecture, urbanism and culture in Asia as well as on current issues relating to the
postmodern, glocality and social justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical
Postmodern Perspective was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical
Postmodern Perspective is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical Postmodern Perspective. You never really
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical
Postmodern Perspective reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Asian



Ethical Urbanism: A Radical Postmodern Perspective as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Timothy Lumpkin:

This Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical Postmodern Perspective is great guide for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical Postmodern Perspective in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Megan Jordan:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Asian Ethical Urbanism: A Radical Postmodern Perspective can
make you experience more interested to read.
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