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An exploration of the convulsive history of the 20th century’sfirst five
decades, seen through the lens of families and family life

In this masterly twentieth-century history, Paul Ginsborg places the family at
center stage, anovel perspective from which to examine key moments of
revolution and dictatorship. His groundbreaking book spans 1900 to 1950 and
encompasses five nation states in the throes of dramatic transition: Russiain
revolutionary passage from Empire to Soviet Union; Turkey in transition from
Ottoman Empire to modern Republic; Italy, from liberalism to fascism; Spain
during the Second Republic and Civil War; and Germany from the failure of the
Weimar Republic to the National Socialist state.

Ginsborg explores the effects of political upheaval and radical social policies on
family life and, in turn, the impact of families on revolutionary change itself.
Families, he shows, do not simply experience the effects of political power, but
are themselves actors in the historical process. The author brings human and
personal elements to the fore with biographical details and individual family
histories, along with a fascinating selection of family photographs and portraits.

From WW!I—an indelible backdrop and imprinting force on the first half of the
twentieth century—to post-war dictatorial power and family engineering

initiatives, to the conclusion of WWI1, this book shines new light on the
profound relations among revolution, dictatorship, and family.
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An exploration of the convulsive history of the 20th century’sfirst five decades, seen through thelens
of families and family life

In this masterly twentieth-century history, Paul Ginsborg places the family at center stage, a novel
perspective from which to examine key moments of revolution and dictatorship. His groundbreaking book
spans 1900 to 1950 and encompasses five nation states in the throes of dramatic transition: Russiain
revolutionary passage from Empire to Soviet Union; Turkey in transition from Ottoman Empire to modern
Republic; Italy, from liberalism to fascism; Spain during the Second Republic and Civil War; and Germany
from the failure of the Weimar Republic to the National Socialist state.

Ginsborg explores the effects of political upheaval and radical social policies on family life and, in turn, the
impact of families on revolutionary changeitself. Families, he shows, do not simply experience the effects of
political power, but are themselves actors in the historical process. The author brings human and personal
elements to the fore with biographical details and individua family histories, along with a fascinating
selection of family photographs and portraits.

From WWI—an indelible backdrop and imprinting force on the first half of the twentieth century—to post-
war dictatorial power and family engineering initiatives, to the conclusion of WWiII, this book shines new
light on the profound relations among revolution, dictatorship, and family.
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Editorial Review
Review

“A haunting, vivid, and thought-provoking new work of social history.”—The Economist
(The Economist 2015-01-24)

"A most remarkable book, full of feeling and historical insight, very impressive in the range of knowledge on
which it draws, and continuously enjoyable to read and stimulating to think about."—John Dunn, author of
Setting the People Free: The Story of Democracy

(John Dunn)

'Families are off-stage in history, afootnote in the lives of the great, if that, so it is refreshing that Paul
Ginsborg looks at the upheavals of the first half of the twentieth century through the prism of family life. . .
Full of anecdote, brief biography and observation, Family Politics is readable and informative . . ."—Jad
Adams, The Independent

(Jad Adams The Independent 2014-11-11)

‘In the vast literature on the Soviet Union, Weimar and Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy and the Spanish and
Turkish Republics, most scholars all but ignore the crucial role of the family. In Family Palitics Paul
Ginsborg explains this anomaly, and his innovative approach provides a wealth of other surprises. ‘—Robert
Gellately, THES

(Robert Gellately THES 2014-12-18)

'Examining that smaller world, Ginsborg paradoxically enlarges our understanding of the greater one,
looking beyond the contingencies of massacre and oppression to the fundamental experiences of human life.
—L ucy Hughes-Hallett, Guardian.

(Lucy Hughes-Hallett The Guardian 2014-12-27)

About the Author

Paul Ginsborg is professor of contemporary European history, University of Florence. The author of
numerous books on European history, helivesin Florence, Italy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christopher Barnes:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Family Politics: Domestic Life, Devastation and
Survival, 1900-1950. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how isimportant a new book Family Palitics: Domestic Life, Devastation and Survival, 1900-1950.

Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff



to go to thelibrary. Let's go through.

Daryl Biddle:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Family Politics: Domestic Life,
Devastation and Survival, 1900-1950 guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Family
Politics: Domestic Life, Devastation and Survival, 1900-1950 as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already aerted you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kurt Hooper:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Family Politics: Domestic Life, Devastation and Survival, 1900-1950 can be your answer as
it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Charles Melendez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just in search of the Family Politics: Domestic Life, Devastation and Survival, 1900-1950
when you essential it?
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