. =5 4

A -

Griswold v. Conneclicut

Birth Control and the
Conslitutional Right of

Privacy

Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and
the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark
Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society)

By John W. Johnson

Read Online ©

Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of
Privacy (Landmark Law Casesand American Society) (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society) By John W. Johnson

Americans value privacy as one of their most cherished rights, yet the word
"privacy" isn't even mentioned in the U.S. Constitution. It took the Supreme
Court'sruling in Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) to bestow constitutional
protection upon this right. That remains one of the Court's most hotly debated
rulings and led directly to an even more controversial decision in Roe v. Wade
(1973). John Johnson's masterly critique of Griswold which observes its 40th
anniversary on June 7, 2005 reminds us once again of its crucial impact on both
American law and society.

Johnson explores Griswold's origins in a challenge to Connecticut's 1879 anti-
contraception law, provides a detailed narrative of its progress, examines the
unfolding of the newly secured right of privacy up to recent controversies over
same-sex relations, and grounds the story in two key contexts: the struggle within
one state to establish the right to birth control and the national debate over the
right of privacy. He also providesimportant insights into the Supreme Court
decisionin Poe v. Ullman (1961), which rejected challenges to the Connecticut's
law and was itself immediately challenged. In response to Poe, Planned
Parenthood opened aclinic in New Haven to dispense birth control advice and
devices to married women. Ten days later, alocal prosecutor shut the clinic down
and indicted executive director Estelle Griswold and her medical director, C. Lee
Buxton.

Tracing the progress of Griswold's case, Johnson clarifies how privacy or "the
right to be let alone" became ajudicially constructed right. In one of the most
idiosyncratic opinions in the Court's history, Justice William O. Douglas ruled
that "emanations' from five constitutional anendments afforded protection to the
right of privacy, while several other justices proposed competing rationalesin
support. As he unravels this fascinating tale, Johnson reveals a multifaceted
decision that was not in fact the doctrinal novelty that many scholars have
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argued.

For two generations, Griswold has functioned as the legal basis for judicial
rulings involving issues of sexual intimacy, reproductive rights, and family life.
Even today, it continues to set the agenda for debates about privacy in American
life and about how the Constitution itself should be interpreted. Johnson's deft
and incisive analysis of the case will interest anyone concerned about the nature,
scope, and future of privacy in America.
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clinic in New Haven to dispense birth control advice and devices to married women. Ten days later, alocal
prosecutor shut the clinic down and indicted executive director Estelle Griswold and her medical director, C.
Lee Buxton.

Tracing the progress of Griswold's case, Johnson clarifies how privacy or "the right to be let alone" became a
judicially constructed right. In one of the most idiosyncratic opinions in the Court's history, Justice William
O. Douglas ruled that "emanations' from five constitutional amendments afforded protection to the right of
privacy, while several other justices proposed competing rationales in support. As he unravels this
fascinating tale, Johnson reveals a multifaceted decision that was not in fact the doctrinal novelty that many
scholars have argued.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An illuminating, lucid account of how the argument for aright to contraception moved from the radical
feminist fringe to recognition by the Supreme Court as a basic human right?ater extended to abortion and
gay/lesbian sex.” ?David A.J. Richards, author of Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for
Feminism and Gay Rightsin Culture and Law

“Demonstrates that the constitutionally protected right to privacy, as defined by Griswold, isonly of recent
vintage but has ramifications for American law and politics that are likely to last for many years.” ?Philippa
Strum, author of When the Nazis Came to Skokie: Freedom for Speech We Hate

From the Back Cover

"An illuminating, lucid account of how the argument for aright to contraception moved from the radical
feminist fringe to recognition by the Supreme Court as a basic human right-later extended to abortion and
gay/lesbian sex."-David A.J. Richards, author of Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for
Feminism and Gay Rightsin Culture and Law

"Demonstrates that the constitutionally protected right to privacy, as defined by Griswold, is only of recent
vintage but has ramifications for American law and politics that are likely to last for many years."-Philippa
Strum, author of When the Nazis Came to Skokie: Freedom for Soeech We Hate
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John W. Johnson is professor of history at the University of Northern lowa. He is author of Sruggle for
Sudent Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s and editor of Historic U.S. Court Cases. An
Encyclopedia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Melinda Kendall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which oneis
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possihilities

will not happen inside you if you take Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of
Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) as your
daily resource information.



Ila Robinette:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Griswold v. Connecticut:
Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you are able to pick Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of
Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) become
your own personal starter.

John Whetstone:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Griswold v. Connecticut:
Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Julia Hanson:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the
Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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