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The belief that U.S. presidents' legislative policy formation has centralized over
time, shifting inexorably out of the executive departments and into the White
House, is shared by many who have studied the American presidency. Andrew
Rudalevige argues that such a linear trend is neither at all certain nor necessary
for policy promotion. In Managing the President's Program, he presents a far
more complex and interesting picture of the use of presidential staff. Drawing on
transaction cost theory, Rudalevige constructs a framework of "contingent
centralization" to predict when presidents will use White House and/or
departmental staff resources for policy formulation. He backs his assertions
through an unprecedented quantitative analysis of a new data set of policy
proposals covering almost fifty years of the postwar era from Truman to Clinton.

Rudalevige finds that presidents are not bound by a relentless compulsion to
centralize but follow a more subtle strategy of staff allocation that makes
efficient use of limited bargaining resources. New items and, for example, those
spanning agency jurisdictions, are most likely to be centralized; complex items
follow a mixed process. The availability of expertise outside the White House
diminishes centralization. However, while centralization is a management
strategy appropriate for engaging the wider executive branch, it can imperil an
item's fate in Congress. Thus, as this well-written book makes plain, presidential
leadership hinges on hard choices as presidents seek to simultaneously manage
the executive branch and attain legislative success.
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The belief that U.S. presidents' legislative policy formation has centralized over time, shifting inexorably out
of the executive departments and into the White House, is shared by many who have studied the American
presidency. Andrew Rudalevige argues that such a linear trend is neither at all certain nor necessary for
policy promotion. In Managing the President's Program, he presents a far more complex and interesting
picture of the use of presidential staff. Drawing on transaction cost theory, Rudalevige constructs a
framework of "contingent centralization" to predict when presidents will use White House and/or
departmental staff resources for policy formulation. He backs his assertions through an unprecedented
quantitative analysis of a new data set of policy proposals covering almost fifty years of the postwar era from
Truman to Clinton.

Rudalevige finds that presidents are not bound by a relentless compulsion to centralize but follow a more
subtle strategy of staff allocation that makes efficient use of limited bargaining resources. New items and, for
example, those spanning agency jurisdictions, are most likely to be centralized; complex items follow a
mixed process. The availability of expertise outside the White House diminishes centralization. However,
while centralization is a management strategy appropriate for engaging the wider executive branch, it can
imperil an item's fate in Congress. Thus, as this well-written book makes plain, presidential leadership hinges
on hard choices as presidents seek to simultaneously manage the executive branch and attain legislative
success.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the Neustadt award

From the Inside Flap
"This is an impressive piece of work--extremely well written, clear and exhaustive, almost to a fault.
Reflecting immense effort and scholarship, it offers presidency scholars new data, new insights, and
interesting, often surprising findings. Managing the President's Program will soon take its place as the
standard reference for work dealing with presidential-bureaucratic policymaking and its consequences."--
Daniel Ponder, University of Colorado

"Andrew Rudalevige has gained access to an exceedingly important and long awaited data set and will be the
first one to publish results. He makes a very good case for the importance of centralization and ties this to the
growing literature of 'new institutionalism,' an important emerging approach in quantitative studies of the
presidency. His book will get considerable and deserved attention."--Steven Shull, University of New
Orleans

From the Back Cover

"This is an impressive piece of work--extremely well written, clear and exhaustive, almost to a fault.
Reflecting immense effort and scholarship, it offers presidency scholars new data, new insights, and
interesting, often surprising findings. Managing the President's Program will soon take its place as the
standard reference for work dealing with presidential-bureaucratic policymaking and its consequences."--
Daniel Ponder, University of Colorado

"Andrew Rudalevige has gained access to an exceedingly important and long awaited data set and will be the
first one to publish results. He makes a very good case for the importance of centralization and ties this to the
growing literature of 'new institutionalism,' an important emerging approach in quantitative studies of the
presidency. His book will get considerable and deserved attention."--Steven Shull, University of New
Orleans

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Managing the President's Program: Presidential
Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Curtis Dugan:

This Managing the President's Program: Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Managing the
President's Program: Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Managing the
President's Program: Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Defazio:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Managing the President's Program:
Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) publication written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still uncertainty Managing the President's Program: Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy
Formulation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can
break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Steven Craig:

Beside this Managing the President's Program: Presidential Leadership and Legislative Policy Formulation
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Managing the President's Program: Presidential Leadership and
Legislative Policy Formulation (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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