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"A jaunty, insightful new book . . . [that] draws from disparate corners of history
and science to celebrate our compulsion to storify everything around us."
--New York Times

Humans live in landscapes of make-believe. We spin fantasies. We devour
novels, films, and plays. Even sporting events and criminal trials unfold as
narratives. Y et the world of story has long remained an undiscovered and
unmapped country. Now Jonathan Gottschall offers the first unified theory of
storytelling. He argues that stories help us navigate life's complex social
problems--just as flight simulators prepare pilots for difficult situations.
Storytelling has evolved, like other behaviors, to ensure our survival. Drawing on
the latest research in neuroscience, psychology, and evolutionary biology,
Gottschall tells us what it means to be a storytelling animal and explains how
stories can change the world for the better. We know we are master shapers of
story. The Sorytelling Animal finally reveals how stories shape us.

"Thisis aquite wonderful book. It grips the reader with both stories and stories
about the telling of stories, then pullsit all together to explain why storytelling is
afundamental human instinct."

--Edward O. Wilson

"Charms with anecdotes and examples.. . . we have not |eft nor should we ever
leave Neverland."--Cleveland Plain Dealer
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Jonathan Gottschall on The Storytelling Animal

What isthe storytelling animal ?

Only humans tell stories. Story sets us apart. For humans, story islike gravity: afield of force that surrounds
us and influences all of our movements. But, like gravity, story is so omnipresent that we are hardly aware of
how it shapes our lives. | wanted to know what science could tell us about humanity's strange, ardent love
affair with story.

What inspired you to write this book?

| was speeding down the highway on a gorgeous autumn day, cheerfully spinning through the FM dial, and a
country music song came on. My normal response to this sort of catastrophe isto turn the channel as quickly
as possible. But that day, for some reason, | decided to listen. In "Stealing Cinderella," Chuck Wicks sings
about a young man asking for his sweetheart's hand in marriage. The girl's father makes the young man wait
in the living room, where he notices photos of his sweetheart as a child, " She was playing Cinderella/ She
was riding her first bike/ Bouncing on the bed and looking for a pillow fight/ Running through the sprinkler/
With abig popsicle grin/ Dancing with her dad, looking up at him. . ." And the young man suddenly realizes
that he is taking something precious from the father: he is stealing Cinderella. Before the song was over |
was crying so hard that | had to pull off theroad. | sat there for along time feeling sad about my own
daughters growing up to abandon me. But | was also marveling at how quickly Wicks's small, musical story
had melted me into sheer helplessness. | wrote the book partly in an effort to understand what happened to
me that day.

But don't you worry that science could explain away the magic of story?

| get this question alot. The answer is"No! A thousand times, no!" Science adds to wonder; it doesn't
dissolve it. Scientists amost always report that the more they discover about their subject, the more lovely
and mysterious it becomes. That's certainly what | found in my own research. The whole experience left me
in awe of our species--of thistruly odd primate that places story (and other forms of art) at the very center of
its existence.

Children come up alot in thisbook, including your own children. . .

Yes, | spent alot of time observing my two daughters (in this | took my cue from Darwin, who was a doting
father, but not shy about collecting observational data on his large brood). | got lucky. My girls happened to
be 4 and 7 during the main period that | was working on my book. Thisisthe golden period of children's
pretend play. And | was able to observe them spontaneously creating these fantastic wonder-worlds, with



these elaborate and dangerous plots. | noticed that my girls spent aimost all of their awake time in various
kinds of make-believe. And | was invited to enter those worlds myself, to play the roles of princes and Ken
dollsand monsters. | learned a lot about the nature of story from my girls. Story and other forms of art are
often seen as products of culture. But this perspective is one-sided. Story blooms naturally in achild--itisas
effortless and reflexive as breathing.

Aredreamsaform of storytelling?

Y es, they are. Dreams are, like children's make-believe, anatural and reflexive form of storytelling.
Researchers conventionally define dreams as "intense sensorimotor hallucinations with a narrative structure.”
Dreams are, in effect, night stories: they focus on a protagonist--usually the dreamer--who struggles to
achieve desires. Researchers can't even talk about dreams without dragging in the basic vocabulary of
English 101: plot, theme, character, scene, setting, point of view, perspective. The most conservative
estimates suggest that we dream in avivid, story-like way for more than six solid years out of a seventy-year
lifespan. So dreams are definitely part of the evolutionary riddle of storytelling.

What isthe future of story?

In the digital age, people are reading less fiction, but this is because they've found new ways to jam extra
story into their lives--on average we watch five hours of TV per day, listen to hours of songs, and spend
more and more time playing story-centric video games. | think we are seeing, in video games, the birth of
what will become the 21st century's dominant form of storytelling. The fantasy lands of online games like
World of Warcraft attract tens of millions of players, who spend an average of 20-30 hours per week
adventuring in interactive story. Players describe the experience of these games as "being inside anovel asit
is being written." In upcoming decades, as computing power increases exponentialy, these virtual worlds are
going to become so attractive that we will be increasingly reluctant to unplug. So the real danger isn't that
story will disappear from our lives. It isthat story will take them over completely.

Review

A jaunty and insightful new book...[that] celebrate][s] our compulsion to storify everything around us.
(New York Times Sunday Book Review, Editor's Choice)

"[An] insightful yet breezily accessible exploration of the power of storytelling and its ability to shape
our lives...[that is] packed with anecdotes and entertaining examples from pop culture.” The Boston
Globe

"The Sorytelling Animal isinfor mative, but also alot of fun.... Anyone who has wondered why stories
affect us the way they do will find a new appreciation of our collective desireto be spellbound in
thisfascinating book." BookPage

"Stories are the things that make us human, and this book's absor bing, accessible blend of science and
story shows us exactly why." Minneapolis Star Tribune.

"Thisisawork of popular philosophy and social theory written by an obviously brilliant undergraduate
teacher. The gift for the exampleis everywhere. A punchy line appears on amost every page." The San

Francisco Chronicle

"A jaunty and insightful new book...[that] celebrate]s] our compulsion to storify everything around us.



—New York Times Sunday Book Review, Editor's Choice

"[An] insightful yet breezily accessible exploration of the power of storytelling and its ability to shape
our lives...[that is] packed with anecdotes and entertaining examples from pop culture." —The Boston
Globe

" The Storytelling Animal isinformative, but also alot of fun.... Anyone who has wondered why stories
affect us the way they do will find a new appreciation of our collective desireto be spellbound in
thisfascinating book." BookPage

"Stories are the things that make us human, and this book's absor bing, accessible blend of science and
story shows us exactly why." —Minneapolis Star Tribune.

"Thisisawork of popular philosophy and social theory written by an obviously brilliant undergraduate
teacher. The gift for the example is everywhere. A punchy line appears on aimost every page." —The San
Francisco Chronicle

" A lively pop-science overview of thereasons why we tell stories and why storytelling will
endure..[Gottschall's] snapshots of the worlds of psychology, sleep research and virtual reality are
larded with sharp anecdotes and jar gon-free summaries of current research... Gottschall bringsalight
tough to knotty psychological matters, and he'sa fine storyteller himself."

—Kirkus Reviews

"They say we spend multiple hoursimmersed in stories every day. Very few of us pause to wonder why.
Gottschall lays bare this quirk of our species with deft touches, and he finds that our love of storiesisits own
story, and one of the grandest tales out there—the story of what it means to be human."

—Sam K ean, author of The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Madness, Love, and the History
of the World from the Periodic Table of the Elements

"Story isnot theicing, it's the cake! Gottschall eloquently tells you ‘how come' in hiswell researched new
book."

—Peter Guber, CEO, Mandalay Entertainment and author of the #1 New Y ork Times bestseller, Tell To
Win

"Thisisaquite wonderful book. It grips the reader with both stories and stories about the telling of stories,
then pullsit all together to explain why storytelling is afundamental human instinct.”

—Edward O. Wilson, University Resear ch Professor and Honorary Curator in Entomology, Harvard
University

"The Sorytelling Animal isadelight to read. It's boundlessly interesting, filled with great observations and
clever insights about television, books, movies, videogames, dreams, children, madness, evolution, morality,
love, and more. And it's beautifully written—fittingly enough, Gottschall is himself a skilled storyteller.”

— Paul Bloom, Professor of Psychology at Yale and author of How Pleasure Works

"Like the magnificent storytellers past and present who furnish him here with examples and inspiration,
Jonathan Gottschall takes atimely and fascinating but possibly forbidding subject — the new brain science
and what it can tell us about the human story-making impulse — and makes of it an extraordinary and
absorbing intellectual narrative. The scrupulous synthesis of art and science here is masterful; the real-world



stakes high; the rewards for the reader numerous, exhilarating, mind-expanding."
— Terry Castle, Walter A. Haas Professor in the Humanities, Stanford Univer sity

From the Back Cover

“A jaunty, insightful new book . . . [that] draws from disparate corners of history and science to celebrate our
compulsion to storify everything around us.”—New York Times

Humans live in landscapes of make-believe. We spin fantasies. We devour novels, films, and plays. Even
sporting events and criminal trials unfold as narratives. Y et the world of story has long remained an
undiscovered and unmapped country. Now Jonathan Gottschall offers the first unified theory of storytelling.
He arguesthat stories help us navigate life's complex social problems—just as flight simulators prepare
pilotsfor difficult situations. Storytelling has evolved, like other behaviors, to ensure our survival. Drawing
on the latest research in neuroscience, psychology, and evolutionary biology, Gottschall tells us what it
means to be a storytelling animal and explains how stories can change the world for the better. We know we
are master shapers of story. The Sorytelling Animal finally reveals how stories shape us.

“Thisisaquite wonderful book. It grips the reader with both stories and stories about the telling of stories,
then pullsit all together to explain why storytelling is a fundamental human instinct.”—Edward O. Wilson

“Charms with anecdotes and examples. . . we have not |eft nor should we ever leave
Neverland.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donald McL aughlin:

Here thing why this The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of al looking at abook is good however it depends in the content of computer which isthe
content is as delicious as food or not. The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or evenin your
approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human in e-book can be your choice.

Michaedl Griffin:

The publication untitled The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us
Human from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.



Robert Delaney:

Often the book The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human has alot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this book.

Rodney Natale:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Download and Read Online The Storytelling Animal: How Stories
Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall #Y UQW9GMVZO6



Read The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By
Jonathan Gottschall for online ebook

The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top booksto read The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall
books to read online.

Online The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall
ebook PDF download

The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall Doc
The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall M obipocket

The Storytelling Animal: How Stories Make Us Human By Jonathan Gottschall EPub



