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These 301 letters between Giuseppe Verdi and his last, most gifted librettist,
Arrigo Boito, document an extraordinary chapter in musical history. Now
available for the first time in English, this correspondence records both a unique
friendship and its creative legacy.

This new edition of the landmark Carteggio Verdi/Boito is at once a valuable
resource for all students, teachers, and scholars of opera and afascinating
glimpse of the daily life of European art and artists during the fertile last decades
of the 19th century.

Embarking on a 20-year collaboration, Verdi and Boito produced a successful
revision of Smon Boccanegra, and two new operas, Otello and Falstaff. They
created what many consider to be Verdi's greatest operas, thanks both to Boito's
poetry and to his handling of the composer. Here are the day-to-day tasks of
creation: poet and composer debating problems of dramatic structure, words,
phrases, and meters; altering dialogue as, at the same time, they converse about
the wider worlds of art and music. The give and take of artistic creation is
rendered fascinatingly.

This edition features a new introduction by Marcello Conati, improvements and
updatings to the original edition, and an appendix of undated correspondence.
William Weaver's trandation is characteristically pitch-perfect; he also provides
ashort closing sketch of Boito's life after the death of his beloved maestro.
Explanatory "linking texts" between the letters create a narrative.
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Embarking on a 20-year collaboration, Verdi and Boito produced a successful revision of Smon
Boccanegra, and two new operas, Otello and Falstaff. They created what many consider to be Verdi's
greatest operas, thanks both to Boito's poetry and to his handling of the composer. Here are the day-to-day
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) had reason to dislike librettist-composer Arrigo Boito (1842-1918), who had
scoffed at him in print. But when Verdi's librettist Francesco Maria Piave died in 1876 and a replacement
was needed, Verdi's publisher lobbied hard to bring about a rapprochement between them. And as their
correspondence shows, working together on Verdi's last two operas, Otello and Falstaff , aswell asrevising
Simon Boccanegra, forged a bond between them that ended only with Verdi's death. Verdi, who virtually
wrote his own librettos, allowed his librettists to function basically as versifiers, yet on reading Boito's final
third of Otello , he pronounced it "divinely good." When Boito's own opera Mefistofele was revived
successfully, Verdi was delighted; responding to Boito's enthusiasm for the Falstaff project, Verdi sensitively
urged him to complete his opera Nerone first (Boito never did). Operalovers will be pleased that their
correspondence, edited by Verdi scholars Conti and Medici and published in Italy in 1978, is now available
in Weaver's ( Verdi, A Documentary Study ) smooth translation and with his commentary. This collection of
301 letters is an important supplement to Mary Jane Phillips-Matz's biography Verdi .

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Gifted Italian poet/composer Boito was the librettist for Verdi's last and perhaps greatest operas, Otello and
Falstaff. He shared a deep artistic sympathy with Verdi in their finely matched duet, and his delicate tuning
adjustments to Verdi's work are evident throughout this vivid translation of their 20-year correspondence.
Weaver deftly condenses notes from the original edition (published in Italy as Carteggio Verdi/Boito in
1978) and creates helpful explanations connecting the letters. Even if many other books document Verdi's
operas, few of hisletters are available in English. This collection isimportant for its size (301 letters) and
themes, not the least of which isthe greatness possible (in art and friendship) when two talented men
collaborate with mutual loving respect. For most serious music collections.

Bonnie Jo Dopp, formerly with Dist. of Columbia P.L.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Twenty years (1880-1900) of indispensable letters between Italy's greatest opera composer and his last, most
accomplished librettist. In alengthy, fully annotated, and excellent introduction to this first English edition
of the correspondence between the internationally celebrated Verdi and his much younger collaborator
Arrigo Boito (himself a composer of note), Conati, an Italian Verdi scholar, lays out the peculiar geography
of their professional relationship and ultimate friendship. The meeting of two fiercely independent spirits
began badly in 1863, when Verdi took offense at remarks Boito and his friends had aimed at the “"old guard,
of whom Verdi was the most prominent figure. Fortunately for the world's music lovers, things went uphill
from there, helped along by the publisher Giulio Ricordi, who knew a match made in heaven when he saw it.
Verdi, who had previously considered librettists good only for translating into verse dramatic outlines he had
aready created, learned to work with an equal; Boito was a superb poet, passionately devoted to the renewal
of the musical theater, who had to be treated as a peer, not a subordinate. The letters, stuffed with fascinating
detail, catch the two titansin the process of creating the revised Simon Boccanegra, then Otello and Fal staff;
sections of text, structural and musical ideas, even production concepts fly back and forth between Milan and
Sant'Agata. Before the premiere of Falstaff, Boito writes, “"In the costumes of our characters we must avoid
the too beautiful, because too beautiful is so rarely associated with the picturesque.” Verdi, who knew that
his wordsmith was areal man of |etters rather than a hack, shows warmth and respect; Boito's tone
increasingly approaches veneration mixed with delight. The letters are linked by editorial passagesto create



an intelligible historical narrative. A must-have for every music lover's shelf. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Harold Martinez:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Verdi-Boito Correspondence will make
you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Keith Barnett:

The book The Verdi-Boito Correspondence can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Verdi-
Boito Correspondence? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share al of these. Book The
Verdi-Boito Correspondence has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.

Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Vang:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Verdi-Boito Correspondence your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in
a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The
The Verdi-Boito Correspondence giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Russell Fielder:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Verdi-Boito Correspondence or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books
are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The



Verdi-Boito Correspondence to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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