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“Fascinating.”
—Los Angeles Times

A brilliant, wildly entertaining history of Hollywood from the screenwriters’
perspective

In this truly fresh take on the movies, veteran Oscar-winning screenwriter Marc
Norman gives us the first comprehensive history of the men and women who
penned some of the greatest movies of all time. Impeccably researched, erudite,
and filled with unforgettable stories of the stars and scribes, amateurs and
auteurs, directors, producers, and legendary moguls, What Happens Next is a
unique and engrossing narrative of the quintessential art form of our time.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Fascinating.”
—Los Angeles Times

“A remarkable synthesis . . . the best, by far.”
—Scott Eyman, New York Observer

“A history of American film in which the camera pans away from its presumptive stars and searches out the
ink-stained wretches huddled over typewriters.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Irreplaceable . . . Without question, the best treatment of the subject since Richard Corliss’s Talking
Pictures in 1974.”
—Buffalo News

“Excellent . . . A book that deserves to become a classic of the genre.”
—The Times (London)

“Marc Norman is not only a wonderful and talented screenwriter in his own right, but he has done a great job
of laying out screenwriting’s evolution in this excellent, comprehensive history. A must read for anyone who
wants to know this important piece of the puzzle of Hollywood.”
—Mike Medavoy

“A stunningly entertaining way to tell the history of Hollywood. But what’s amazing about this wonderful
book is not just that it’s relentlessly insightful, constantly surprising and beautifully written–what’s amazing
is that no one has done this before. This is one terrific book.”
—Phil Robinson, author (screenplay) of Field of Dreams

“Marc Norman's What Happens Next is not only a fine book, it's a necessary book, brilliantly narrating the
turbulent saga of 100 years of American screenwriting with energy, style, and an insider's sympathetic
understanding of the always uneasy marriage between a primarily visual medium and the people who use
words as its architecture.”
—Scott Eyman, author, Lion of Hollywood

"Marc Norman has created a comprehensive narrative of what is essentially a secret history. Entertaining,
surprising and endlessly fascinating, he throws a bright light into a corner of our film heritage that has been
habitually, even criminally, ignored."
—Lawrence Kasdan, co-screenwriter and director of The Big Chill

"At last! Hollywood History from a screenwriting perspective— a compelling, enlightening, and important
work."
—Dave Trottier, author The Screenwriter's Bible



From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author
MARC NORMAN won two Oscars for Shakespeare in Love in 1999, one for Best Screenplay Written
Directly for the Screen (with Tom Stoppard) and another for Best Picture (shared with Donna Gigliotti,
David Par?tt, Harvey Weinstein, and Edward Zwick), along with a Golden Globe, a Writers Guild Best
Screenplay Award, a New York Film Critics Circle Award, a BAFTA Award, and a Silver Bear Award from
the Berlin Film Festival. He lives in Santa Monica, California. This is his ?rst work of non?ction.

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melinda Gregory:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book What Happens Next: A History of American
Screenwriting. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Jerome Chisolm:

The book What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book What Happens Next: A
History of American Screenwriting? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Aimee Buffington:

The book untitled What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.



Vincent Olson:

Beside this kind of What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have What Happens Next: A History of American Screenwriting because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!
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