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Joyce Carol Oates has a specia perspective on the “gothic” in American short
fiction, at least partially because her own horror yarns rank on the spine-tingling
chart with the masters. Sheis able to see the unbroken link of the macabre that
ties Edgar Allan Poe to Anne Rice and to recognize the dark psychological bonds
between Henry James and Stephen King. This remarkable anthology of gothic
fiction, spanning two centuries of American writing, gives us an intriguing and
entertaining look at how the gothic imagination makes for great literature in the
works of forty-six exceptional writers.

In showing us the gothic vision—aworld askew where mankind’ s forbidden
impulses are set free from the repressions of the psyche, and nature turns
malevolent and lawless—Joyce Carol Oates includes Henry James's“The
Romance of Certain Old Clothes,” Herman Melville's horrific tale of factory
women, “The Tartarus of Maids,” and Edith Wharton's “ Afterward,” which are
rarely collected and appear together here for the first time.

Added to these stories of the past are new ones that explore the wounded worlds
of Stephen King, Anne Rice, Peter Straub, Raymond Carver, and more than
twenty other wonderful contemporary writers. Thisimpressive collection reveas
the astonishing scope of the gothic writer’s subject matter, style, and
incomparable genius for manipulating our emotions and penetrating our dreams.
With Joyce Carol Oates's superb introduction, American Gothic Talesis
destined to become the standard one-volume edition of the genre that American
writers, if they didn’t create it outright, have brought to its chilling zenith.
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Joyce Carol Oates has a special perspective on the “gothic” in American short fiction, at least partially
because her own horror yarns rank on the spine-tingling chart with the masters. Sheis ableto see the
unbroken link of the macabre that ties Edgar Allan Poe to Anne Rice and to recognize the dark psychological
bonds between Henry James and Stephen King. This remarkable anthology of gothic fiction, spanning two
centuries of American writing, gives us an intriguing and entertaining look at how the gothic imagination
makes for great literature in the works of forty-six exceptional writers.

In showing us the gothic vision—aworld askew where mankind’ s forbidden impul ses are set free from the
repressions of the psyche, and nature turns malevolent and lawless—Joyce Carol Oates includes Henry
James's “The Romance of Certain Old Clothes,” Herman Melvill€' s horrific tale of factory women, “The
Tartarus of Maids,” and Edith Wharton's “ Afterward,” which are rarely collected and appear together here
for thefirst time.

Added to these stories of the past are new ones that explore the wounded worlds of Stephen King, Anne
Rice, Peter Straub, Raymond Carver, and more than twenty other wonderful contemporary writers. This
impressive collection reveal s the astonishing scope of the gothic writer’s subject matter, style, and
incomparable genius for manipulating our emotions and penetrating our dreams. With Joyce Carol Oates's
superb introduction, American Gothic Talesis destined to become the standard one-volume edition of the
genre that American writers, if they didn’t create it outright, have brought to its chilling zenith.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"Many of the writersin this volume are not 'gothic’ writers but simply--writers. Their inclusion here is meant
to suggest the richness and magnitude of the gothic-grotesque vision and the inadequacy of genre labelsif by
'genre’ is meant mere formula." So writes Joyce Carol Oates in a historical introduction to this anthology of
46 tales--tales that span arange from the Puritan paranoia of Charles Brockden Brown (1798) to the
biological surrealism of Nicholson Baker (1994). Some critics have written that the gothic sensibility has no
relevance in contemporary literature: by showing how gothic tales portray the all-too-current phenomenon of
"assaults on individual identity and autonomy," Oates proves them wrong. | predict thiswill in time be
considered a classic and influential anthology.

From Publishers Weekly

In compiling 40 short stories that represent the 200-year history of "gothic" fiction in America, from
Washington Irving's classic "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" to Stephen King's "The Reach," Oates employs
aeclectic and elastic definition of the genre. In her cogent introduction, she writes that she sought "the range,
depth, audacity and fantastical extravagance of the human imagination." The result is atad confusing,
straying as far as science fiction and surrealism, but Oates's taste in the quality of storiesis always
impeccable. The pieces also all share a certain darkness. Entries range from Edgar Allen Poe's sadistic "The
Black Cat" to Charlotte Perkins Gilman's classic psychological horror story, "The Y ellow Wallpaper."
Shirley Jackson, Anne Rice and Katherine Dunn are also represented. Among the more idiosyncratic
selections are Herman Melville's "The Tartarus of Maids'; Don DeL.illo's beautiful tale of astronauts floating
above the earth in "Human Moments in World War 111"; and Paul Bowles's strange and powerful "Allal,"
about a Moroccan orphan boy who so identifies with a snake that they mysteriously change bodies-and meet
gory fates. Fright-seekers and those with ataste for the frankly macabre might be won over by Oates's more
artistic, subtle and compelling take on the gothic, where the "essential subject isthe human psychein
confrontation with something (divine? demonic?) beyond human comprehension and control.”

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

A thoughtful and compelling collection of dark fiction that ranges from the beginnings of American literature
to its most modern practitioners, American Gothic Talesis quite possibly one of the finest anthologies of its
kind. The early writers (Irving, Hawthorne, Méelville, Poe, Bierce, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Henry
James) give a particularly New England point of view, while later writers (Ray Bradbury, |saac Bashevis
Singer, Harlan Ellison, and Anne Rice) fill out more of the American literary landscape. The time line of the
book parallels the timeline of America, from the colonies to the Westward expansion and on. Besides great
stories from acclaimed authors (Stephen King, H.P. Lovecraft, E.L. Doctorow, William Faulkner, Sylvia
Plath, Shirley Jackson, and editor Oates herself), outstanding pieces from lesser-known writers are also
included, e.g., John Crowley'slyrical and poignant "Snow" and Nancy Etchemendy's taut thriller "Cat in
Glass." Thisdiverse collectionistruly a"greatest hits' of the horror/fantasy genre and essential for every
fiction section. Order one for yourself, too.

Ali Lemer, New York

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Patricia Cockrell:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication American Gothic Tales
(William Abrahams) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Fred Miller:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them isthis American Gothic Tales (William Abrahams).

Eva Pham:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this book. This American Gothic Tales (William Abrahams)
issimpleto bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the actua printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Roberta Swinton:

Beside this specific American Gothic Tales (William Abrahams) in your phone, it may give you away to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have American Gothic Tales (William Abrahams) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!
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