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Beauty and the Beast begins with the question: Is beauty destined to end in
tragedy? Drawing on extensive fieldwork in Colombia, Michael Taussig
scrutinizes the anxious, audacious, and sometimes destructive attempts people
make to transform their bodies through cosmetic surgery and liposuction. He
balances an examination of surgeries meant to enhance an individual’s beauty
with an often overlooked counterpart, surgeries performed—often on high profile
criminals—to disguise one’s identity. Situating this globally shared phenomenon
within the economic, cultural, and political history of Colombia, Taussig links
the country’s long civil war and its bodily mutilation and torture to the beauty
industry at large, sketching Colombia as a country whose high aesthetic stakes
make it a stage where some of the most important and problematic ideas about
the body are played out.

Central to Taussig’s examination is George Bataille’s notion of depense, or
“wasting.” While depense is often used as a critique, Taussig also looks at the
exuberance such squandering creates and its position as a driving economic
force. Depense, he argues, is precisely what these procedures are all about, and
the beast on the other side of beauty should not be dismissed as simple
recompense. At once theoretical and colloquial, public and intimate, Beauty and
the Beast is a true-to-place ethnography—written in Taussig’s trademark
voice—that tells a thickly layered but always accessible story about the lengths to
which people will go to be physically remade.
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Beauty and the Beast begins with the question: Is beauty destined to end in tragedy? Drawing on extensive
fieldwork in Colombia, Michael Taussig scrutinizes the anxious, audacious, and sometimes destructive
attempts people make to transform their bodies through cosmetic surgery and liposuction. He balances an
examination of surgeries meant to enhance an individual’s beauty with an often overlooked counterpart,
surgeries performed—often on high profile criminals—to disguise one’s identity. Situating this globally
shared phenomenon within the economic, cultural, and political history of Colombia, Taussig links the
country’s long civil war and its bodily mutilation and torture to the beauty industry at large, sketching
Colombia as a country whose high aesthetic stakes make it a stage where some of the most important and
problematic ideas about the body are played out.

Central to Taussig’s examination is George Bataille’s notion of depense, or “wasting.” While depense is
often used as a critique, Taussig also looks at the exuberance such squandering creates and its position as a
driving economic force. Depense, he argues, is precisely what these procedures are all about, and the beast
on the other side of beauty should not be dismissed as simple recompense. At once theoretical and colloquial,
public and intimate, Beauty and the Beast is a true-to-place ethnography—written in Taussig’s trademark
voice—that tells a thickly layered but always accessible story about the lengths to which people will go to be
physically remade.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lela Koehn:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Beauty and the Beast.

Micheal Mata:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Beauty and the Beast?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Todd Goff:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Beauty and the Beast. All type of book
is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

John Tammaro:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Beauty and the Beast publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Beauty and the Beast as good book but not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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