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Brown in the Windy City is the first history to examine the migration and
settlement of Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in postwar Chicago. Lilia Fernández
reveals how the two populations arrived in Chicago in the midst of tremendous
social and economic change and, in spite of declining industrial employment and
massive urban renewal projects, managed to carve out a geographic and racial
place in one of America’s great cities. Through their experiences in the city’s
central neighborhoods over the course of these three decades, Fernández
demonstrates how Mexicans and Puerto Ricans collectively articulated a distinct
racial position in Chicago, one that was flexible and fluid, neither black nor
white.
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Brown in the Windy City is the first history to examine the migration and settlement of Mexicans and Puerto
Ricans in postwar Chicago. Lilia Fernández reveals how the two populations arrived in Chicago in the midst
of tremendous social and economic change and, in spite of declining industrial employment and massive
urban renewal projects, managed to carve out a geographic and racial place in one of America’s great cities.
Through their experiences in the city’s central neighborhoods over the course of these three decades,
Fernández demonstrates how Mexicans and Puerto Ricans collectively articulated a distinct racial position in
Chicago, one that was flexible and fluid, neither black nor white.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brown in the Windy City is an essential read."
(Time Out Chicago)

“With astute attention to the parallel trajectories and overlapping nature of Mexican Americans’ and Puerto
Ricans’ histories, Lilia Fernández paints a rich portrait of neighborhood life, moving beyond broad strokes
and the white-black racial binary. Told with detail, substance, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City is an
important story that is likely to become a foundational book.”

(Carmen Teresa Whalen From Puerto Rico to Philadelphia: Puerto Rican Workers and Postwar Economies)

"Lilia Fernandez’s Brown in the Windy City is a rich, historically-nuanced examination of the social,
political, and cultural forces that shaped the formation of Chicago’s Puerto Rican and ethnic Mexican
community. In pointing our attention to this history, Fernandez’s careful examination of the process of
displacement, neighborhood change, and public housing construction unveils how Puerto Ricans and, at
times, Mexicans disturbed the racial hierarchy and destabilized the rigid housing color line in Chicago.
Brown in the Windy City is a valuable contribution to Latino History, urban history, and immigration
history."

(Adrian Burgos, Jr. University of Illinois)

“A work of striking originality, scope, and nuance, Brown in the Windy City provides the most
comprehensive treatment of the entwined histories of ethnic Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Chicago.
Meticulously researched and beautifully written, Fernandez’s study marks a major intervention in the history
of race and racialization, urban history, and interdisciplinary Latino studies scholarship.”

(David G. Gutiérrez University of California, San Diego)

"Brown in the Windy City portrays the struggle of Puerto Ricans and Mexicans as they made their way to a
postwar Chicago already bifurcated by race. Neither black nor white, these newcomers carved an important
place for themselves in the city’s social, economic, and political sphere. Their experiences both overlapped
and diverged as they settled in the inner city and developed into an important component in the city’s life
while struggling with unresolved issues of integration and economic development. Brown in the Windy
City  explores these matters in subtle and instructive ways shedding light on the immigrant experience and
the development of community in an urban post-industrial setting."
(Dominic Pacyga author of Chicago: A Biography)

"This book is a crucial addition to the scholarship and a must-read for those interested in the history of urban
Latinos/as in the United States, racialization of non-European immigrants, the role of Latina women in
advancing the community, as well as the more general history of post-World War II America."
(Michael Innis-Jiménez, University of Alabama Journal of American Ethnic History 2014-08-05)

“Fernández offers nuanced and meticulous analysis throughout. . . . The first historical study to examine



Chicago’s Mexican and Puerto Rican populations in the same frame. . . . [and] the first to consider the central
role of Latino Chicagoans in the city’s fabled urban planning history.”
(Journal of Social History)

About the Author

 Lilia Fernández is associate professor in the Department of History at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar
Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America). Try to face the book Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans
and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) as your close friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Bobby Tremblay:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Brown in the
Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Brown in the
Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America)is one of
several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Mary Wines:

The reason why? Because this Brown in the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago
(Historical Studies of Urban America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.



Linda Justice:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Brown in
the Windy City: Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in Postwar Chicago (Historical Studies of Urban America) will
give you new experience in examining a book.
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