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How is it that during a war, one can still find gardens? In the most brutal
environments, on both the home front and the battlefield, they continue to
flourish. Wartime gardens are dramatic examples of what Kenneth I. Helphand
calls “defiant gardens” — gardens created in extreme social, political, economic,
or cultural conditions. Illustrated with archival photos, this remarkable book
examines gardens of war in the 20th century, including extraordinary examples
built behind the trenches in World War I, in the Warsaw and other ghettos during
World War II, and in Japanese-American internment camps, as well as gardens
created by soldiers at their bases and encampments during wars in the Persian
Gulf, Vietnam, and Korea. Winner of the Environmental Design Research
Association award and other honors, Defiant Gardens proves that these man-
made constructs are far more than decorative diversions or simple sanctuaries
from the stresses of daily life.
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How is it that during a war, one can still find gardens? In the most brutal environments, on both the home
front and the battlefield, they continue to flourish. Wartime gardens are dramatic examples of what Kenneth
I. Helphand calls “defiant gardens” — gardens created in extreme social, political, economic, or cultural
conditions. Illustrated with archival photos, this remarkable book examines gardens of war in the 20th
century, including extraordinary examples built behind the trenches in World War I, in the Warsaw and other
ghettos during World War II, and in Japanese-American internment camps, as well as gardens created by
soldiers at their bases and encampments during wars in the Persian Gulf, Vietnam, and Korea. Winner of the
Environmental Design Research Association award and other honors, Defiant Gardens proves that these
man-made constructs are far more than decorative diversions or simple sanctuaries from the stresses of daily
life.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gardens that ignored the rules of nature and gardeners who challenged the laws of man are
vitally united in Helphand's seminal and revelatory study of life during some of the most lethal conflicts of
the twentieth century. From the torturous 475-mile trench line that formed the western front in World War I
to the alien landscapes of the Japanese American internment camps in the U.S. during World War II, the sites
of unfathomable human brutality also gave rise to acts of uplifting horticultural resistance. Whether they
were subsistence vegetable beds improbably tilled beneath barbed wire fences in Nazi-created ghettos or
symbolic topiaries artistically carved from brittle desert sagebrush, each audacious example bears solemn
testimony to the assertive efforts of determined soldiers, POWs, Holocaust victims, and others to vanquish
war's horrors through the spiritually ennobling act of gardening. Helphand's extensively researched history of
gardens in wartime illuminates the grotesque juxtaposition of willful devastation and the astonishing tenacity
required to create life in the face of death.

Carol Haggas
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"An incredible and deply moving history of the ways in which soldiers and civilians, often in the most
grievous and immiserated circumstances, have created little pockets of horticultural hope throughout the
twentieth century... The photographs alone are extraordinary, but the chronicles of imaginative resistance are
almost beyond belief. (New Statesman)

About the Author
Kenneth I Helphand is a professor of landscape architecture at the University of Oregon. He is the author of
several previous books, and the former editor of Landscape Journal. A fellow of the American Society of
Landscape Architects, he is also an honorary member of the Israel Association of Landscape Architects.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime, you can tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


John Frank:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Defiant
Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime
become your current starter.

Bradley Smith:

The book untitled Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Michael Carr:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in
Wartime is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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