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Thisintroductory text explores the historical origins of the main legal institutions
that came to characterize the Anglo-American legal tradition, and to distinguish it
from European legal systems. The book contains both text and extracts from
historical sources and literature. The book is published in color, and contains
over 250 illustrations, many in color, including medieval illuminated
manuscripts, paintings, books and manuscripts, caricatures, and photographs.

Two great themes dominate the book: (1) the origins, development, and
pervasive influence of the jury system and judge/jury relations across eight
centuries of Anglo-American civil and criminal justice; and (2) the law/equity
division, from the emergence of the Court of Chancery in the fourteenth century
down through equity's conquest of common law in the Federa Rules of Civil
Procedure. The chapters on criminal justice explore the history of pretrial
investigation, policing, trial, and sentencing, as well as the movement in modern
times to nonjury resolution through plea bargaining. Considerable attention is
devoted to distinctively American developments, such as the elective bench, and
the influence of race relations on the law of criminal procedure.

Other major subjects of this book include the development of the legal
profession, from the serjeants, barristers, and attorneys of medieval times down
to the transnational megafirms of twenty-first century practice; the literature of
the law, especially law reports and treatises, from the Y ear Books and Bracton
down to the American state reports and today's electronic services; and legal
education, from the founding of the Inns of Court to the emergence and growth
of university law schools in the United States.

History of the Common Law offers:

- dynamic teaching materials that include primary sources, scholarship,
summaries, notes, and questions

- judiciously selected and edited sources

- over 250 illustrations—many in full color
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- Living Law unitsthat connect legal-historical developmentsto modern law

- anillustrated timeline that highlights key dates

- acomprehensive Teacher's Manual, with suggestions for using the book in a
two- or three-credit course

Vivid writing, engaging source materials, and lavish illustrations breathe life into
nearly 1,000 years of Anglo-American legal history. Concise summaries,
manageabl e extracts, clear organization, and adetailed Teacher's Manual
consistently support your teaching.

*Teacher's Manuals are a professiona courtesy offered to professors only. For more information or to request a
copy, please contact Aspen Publishers at 800-950-5259 or legal edu@wolterskluwer.com.
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Editorial Review
Review

Legal traditions and legal institutions are, like so much else of the present day world, products of the past.
Teachers of its history to students whilst at the same time maintaining and transmitting high scholarly
standards. This remarkable collection of materials is both an outstanding work of scholarship initsown
right, and as attractive and thoroughly usable a teaching tool as has ever been published for any subject
studied in American law schools.

— Brian Smpson

| have assigned, at one time or another, most of the leading text books and document readers for my legal
history classes. Though | have my favorites from the past, this year, | adopted Langbein, Lerner, and Smith's
History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal Institutions. Langbein, et al. use
modern educational coursebook design to emphasize primary materials, carry student attention forward, and
provoke student interest through graphics and images that enhance the text. It is agreat achievement, amajor
step forward in the evolution of course materials for the American law school.

— Stephen M. Sheppard, William H. Enfield Professor of Law, University of Arkansas School of Law

About the Author
John H. Langbein is the Sterling Professor of Law & Legal History at Yale Law School.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Emmer:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal
Institutions book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American
Legal Institutions content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different available asit. So , do you nonetheless thinking
History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal Institutionsis not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Sherry Ellis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their



family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled History of the Common Law: The Development of
Anglo-American Legal Institutions can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Alexandra Dickey:

The particular book History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal Ingtitutions
has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Cynthia Necaise:

History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal Institutions can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing History of the Common Law: The Development of Anglo-American Legal
Institutions but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial contemplating.
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