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The Greek myths are characteristically fabulous; they are full of monsters,
metamorphoses, and the supernatural. However, they could be told in other ways
as well. This volume charts ancient dissatisfaction with the excesses of myth, and
the various attempts to cut these stories down to size by explaining them as
misunderstood accounts of actual events. In the hands of ancient rationalizers, the
hybrid forms of the Centaurs become early horse-riders, seen from a distance; the
Minotaur the result of an illicit liaison, not an inter-species love affair; and
Cerberus, nothing more than a notorious snake with a lethal bite. Such
approaches form an indigenous mode of ancient myth criticism, and show Greeks
grappling with the value and utility of their own narrative traditions.
Rationalizing interpretations offer an insight into the practical difficulties
inherent in distinguishing myth from history in ancient Greece, and indeed the
fragmented nature of myth itself as a conceptual entity.

By focusing on six Greek authors (Palaephatus, Heraclitus, Excerpta Vaticana,
Conon, Plutarch, and Pausanias) and tracing the development of rationalistic
interpretation from the fourth century BC to the Second Sophistic (first to second
centuries AD) and beyond, Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity shows that, far from
being marginalized as it has been in the past, rationalization should be
understood as a fundamental component of the pluralistic and shifting network of
Greek myth as it was experienced in antiquity.
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The Greek myths are characteristically fabulous; they are full of monsters, metamorphoses, and the
supernatural. However, they could be told in other ways as well. This volume charts ancient dissatisfaction
with the excesses of myth, and the various attempts to cut these stories down to size by explaining them as
misunderstood accounts of actual events. In the hands of ancient rationalizers, the hybrid forms of the
Centaurs become early horse-riders, seen from a distance; the Minotaur the result of an illicit liaison, not an
inter-species love affair; and Cerberus, nothing more than a notorious snake with a lethal bite. Such
approaches form an indigenous mode of ancient myth criticism, and show Greeks grappling with the value
and utility of their own narrative traditions. Rationalizing interpretations offer an insight into the practical
difficulties inherent in distinguishing myth from history in ancient Greece, and indeed the fragmented nature
of myth itself as a conceptual entity.

By focusing on six Greek authors (Palaephatus, Heraclitus, Excerpta Vaticana, Conon, Plutarch, and
Pausanias) and tracing the development of rationalistic interpretation from the fourth century BC to the
Second Sophistic (first to second centuries AD) and beyond, Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity shows that, far
from being marginalized as it has been in the past, rationalization should be understood as a fundamental
component of the pluralistic and shifting network of Greek myth as it was experienced in antiquity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...[A] welcome contribution to the understanding of mythology in Greek antiquity. ... Hawes's book offers
folklorists a rich glimpse into the reception of mythology in ancient Greece, in particular an examination of
an early kind of interpretive strategy.... Hawes's study is a carefully researched and clearly written treatment
of an understudied mythological phenomenon." --Journal of Folklore Research

About the Author

Greta Hawes received her Ph.D. in Classics from the University of Bristol in 2011, where she also held a
British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship. She is now a lecturer at the Australian National University. Her
current research project looks at myth and storytelling in Pausanias's Periegesis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Spier:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book
Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity. You never experience lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Edna Brooks:

The experience that you get from Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity instantly.



Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Rationalizing Myth
in Antiquity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
Rationalizing Myth in Antiquityis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Amanda Kline:

This Rationalizing Myth in Antiquity is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Rationalizing Myth
in Antiquity in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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