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Unicorns, mermaids, dragons, and phoenixes may feel at home in fantasy
literature, but references to these and other mysterious creatures go back much
further in history. The Bible, Talmud, and Midrash refer to many such strange
creatures. In this beautifully designed and richly illustrated book, Natan Slifkin,
the famed "zoo rabbi" and author of Seasons of Life, Nature's Song, and The
Challenge of Creation, examines a host of mythic and not so mythic creatures
from both their Torah descriptions and modern zoological research, giving us a
new perspective on the interface between science, myth, and Torah thought.
Greatly expanding on a prior book, Mysterious Creatures, Rabbi Slifkin explores
conflicts between the Talmud and science in the context of Torah mysteries of
zoology. The Talmud and Midrash discuss a wide range of bizarre creatures,
including mermaids, unicorns, griffins, dragons, sea-serpents and phoenixes, as
well as strange biological concepts such as spontaneous generation. Sacred
Monsters discusses these cases in detail and brings a range of different
approaches for understanding them. It is an essential book for any student or
educator who has ever struggled with conflicts between the Talmud and science.
Strikingly designed, and including extraordinary photographs and illustrations,
this is a truly stimulating work. The goal of this book is not merely to persuade
readers that the Talmud and Midrash are worthy of their interest. It is important
to discuss these creatures for the same reason that the Sages of the Talmud and
Torah scholars throughout the ages saw fit to discuss them &emdash; namely,
that they are also part of Torah. Torah is not just about history, religious ritual
and laws of interpersonal conduct. It is an extremely broad field of study that
encompasses many different topics. Some areas of the Torah are more popular or
more relevant than others, but we should not neglect the others. The animals of
this book are discussed in classical Jewish literature for a variety of reasons. With
some, such as the tachash, it is a matter of understanding the construction of the
Tabernacle. With others, such as the mermaid, the goal is to clarify a matter of
law. And with yet others, such as Leviathan, the point is to convey various
theological messages. Furthermore, there is a particular pressing need for a book
of this nature. When people encounter references to such creatures in the Talmud,
they can be left with anything from gnawing questions to a severe crisis of faith.
Did such creatures really exist? Did the Sages of the Talmud really believe in
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such creatures? What are we to make of it? This book studies the history of the
various approaches that have traditionally been taken by Torah scholars in
resolving such issues.
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Unicorns, mermaids, dragons, and phoenixes may feel at home in fantasy literature, but references to these
and other mysterious creatures go back much further in history. The Bible, Talmud, and Midrash refer to
many such strange creatures. In this beautifully designed and richly illustrated book, Natan Slifkin, the
famed "zoo rabbi" and author of Seasons of Life, Nature's Song, and The Challenge of Creation, examines a
host of mythic and not so mythic creatures from both their Torah descriptions and modern zoological
research, giving us a new perspective on the interface between science, myth, and Torah thought. Greatly
expanding on a prior book, Mysterious Creatures, Rabbi Slifkin explores conflicts between the Talmud and
science in the context of Torah mysteries of zoology. The Talmud and Midrash discuss a wide range of
bizarre creatures, including mermaids, unicorns, griffins, dragons, sea-serpents and phoenixes, as well as
strange biological concepts such as spontaneous generation. Sacred Monsters discusses these cases in detail
and brings a range of different approaches for understanding them. It is an essential book for any student or
educator who has ever struggled with conflicts between the Talmud and science. Strikingly designed, and
including extraordinary photographs and illustrations, this is a truly stimulating work. The goal of this book
is not merely to persuade readers that the Talmud and Midrash are worthy of their interest. It is important to
discuss these creatures for the same reason that the Sages of the Talmud and Torah scholars throughout the
ages saw fit to discuss them &emdash; namely, that they are also part of Torah. Torah is not just about
history, religious ritual and laws of interpersonal conduct. It is an extremely broad field of study that
encompasses many different topics. Some areas of the Torah are more popular or more relevant than others,
but we should not neglect the others. The animals of this book are discussed in classical Jewish literature for
a variety of reasons. With some, such as the tachash, it is a matter of understanding the construction of the
Tabernacle. With others, such as the mermaid, the goal is to clarify a matter of law. And with yet others,
such as Leviathan, the point is to convey various theological messages. Furthermore, there is a particular
pressing need for a book of this nature. When people encounter references to such creatures in the Talmud,
they can be left with anything from gnawing questions to a severe crisis of faith. Did such creatures really
exist? Did the Sages of the Talmud really believe in such creatures? What are we to make of it? This book
studies the history of the various approaches that have traditionally been taken by Torah scholars in resolving
such issues.
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Editorial Review

Review
Rabbi Natan Slifkin's new book, Sacred Monsters, is a very impressive work, combining exceptionally broad
scholarship in such varied fields as science, classical literature, and the Jewish tradition. It provides
fascinating insights into the literature of legendary creatures and their possible origins. In this particular
book, the author has managed to avoid the many pitfalls awaiting anyone treating the intersection between
science and Torah. --Professor Yehudah Leo Levi, Rector Emeritus, Jerusalem College of Technology,
Author, Torah and Science

Rabbi Natan Slifkin's newest book is a delightful mix of Talmudic teachings, zoological science, and
historical investigations. Anyone who ever doubted the comprehensiveness of our Torah will now be
convinced that kulah bah -- there is a place in it even for 'sacred monsters.' Rabbi Slifkin is to be commended
for once again offering us a work which answers questions, informs, and, in this case, even entertains. --
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Executive Vice President, The Orthodox Union

References in the Talmud and Midrash to curious zoological phenomena are often more mystifying than the
creatures themselves. Rabbi Slifkin's thorough scholarship, so well proven in his previous works, comes
through once again. Even more important than providing answers to thorny questions surrounding the
subjects of the book's title, this work helps the student plot a steady course through the sometimes churning
waters of the Sages' science. How much did they rely on the science of their day? When did they--and when
did they not--mean to be taken literally? Rabbi Slifkin provides answers consistent with the spirit of our
mesorah. By doing so, the profundity of the Torah of our Sages shines with even greater brilliance. --Rabbi
Yitzchok Adlerstein, Author, Maharal: Be'er HaGolah
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Rabbi Natan Slifkin's new book, Sacred Monsters, is a very impressive work, combining exceptionally broad
scholarship in such varied fields as science, classical literature, and the Jewish tradition. It provides
fascinating insights into the literature of legendary creatures and their possible origins. In this particular
book, the author has managed to avoid the many pitfalls awaiting anyone treating the intersection between
science and Torah. --Professor Yehudah Leo Levi, Rector Emeritus, Jerusalem College of Technology,
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About the Author
Born in Manchester, England, Rabbi Natan Slifkin studied there at Yeshivas Shaarei Torah. He then moved
to Israel, where he spent many years in study, at Yeshivas Midrash Shmuel and the Mir Yeshivah. He then
taught Talmud and Jewish philosophy at Ohr Somayach Institutions, where he received ordination, and now
teaches an extensive Zoo Torah course at Yeshivat Lev HaTorah and Midreshet Moriah Seminary for



Women. Rabbi Slifkin has written extensively for the Daf Yomi Advancement Forum and many newspapers,
websites and journals. He has been invited as guest lecturer to Bar Ilan University and to numerous
synagogues worldwide. Several years ago, Rabbi Slifkin began teaching about the relationship between
Judaism and the animal kingdom at the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo. He then developed the Zoo Torah program,
which he has since successfully operated in New York, Detroit, Philadelphia, Washington D.C., Baltimore,
St. Louis, Atlanta, Phoenix, Los Angeles, and San Diego. This program has led Rabbi Slifkin to be featured
in television and radio shows as well as in countless newspapers and journals. Rabbi Slifkin has a lifelong
fascination with wildlife and has kept a wide variety of exotic pets, including iguanas and tarantulas! His
studies of wildlife have led him hiking extensively in Israel, scuba diving to coral reefs in Eilat, on safari in
Kenya, whale-watching in California, and behind the scenes at numerous zoological facilities worldwide.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud
and Midrash.

Richard Segers:

The book Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud and Midrash give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud and
Midrash to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book
Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud and Midrash. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

Teresa Cook:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and Mythical Creatures of
Scripture, Talmud and Midrash why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.



Jack Bell:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Sacred Monsters: Mysterious and
Mythical Creatures of Scripture, Talmud and Midrash is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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