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Byung-Chul Han is one of the most widely read philosophersin Europe today, a
member of the new generation of German thinkers that includes Markus Gabriel
and Armen Avanessian. In The Agony of Eros, a bestseller in Germany, Han
considersthe threat to love and desire in today's society. For Han, love requires
the courage to accept self-negation for the sake of discovering the Other. Ina
world of fetishized individualism and technologically mediated social interaction,
it isthe Other that is eradicated, not the self. In today's increasingly narcissistic
society, we have cometo look for love and desire within the "inferno of the
same."

Han offers a survey of the threats to Eros, drawing on awide range of sources --
Larsvon Trier'sfilm Melancholia, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, Fifty Shades of
Grey, Michel Foucault (providing a scathing critique of Foucault's valorization of
power), Martin Buber, Hegel, Baudrillard, Flaubert, Barthes, Plato, and others.
Han considers the "pornographication” of society, and shows how pornography
profanes eros; addresses capitalism's leveling of essential differences; and
discusses the politics of erosin today's "burnout society." To be dead to love,
Han argues, is to be dead to thought itself.

Conciseinits expression but unsparing in its insight, The Agony of Erosis an
important and provocative entry in Han's ongoing analysis of contemporary
society.

This remarkable essay, an intellectual experience of the first order, affords one of
the best ways to gain full awareness of and join in one of the most pressing
struggles of the day: the defense, that isto say -- as Rimbaud desired it -- the
"reinvention” of love. -- from the foreword by Alain Badiou
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Byung-Chul Han is one of the most widely read philosophers in Europe today, a member of the new
generation of German thinkers that includes Markus Gabriel and Armen Avanessian. In The Agony of Eros, a
bestseller in Germany, Han considers the threat to love and desire in today's society. For Han, love requires
the courage to accept self-negation for the sake of discovering the Other. In aworld of fetishized
individualism and technologically mediated social interaction, it isthe Other that is eradicated, not the self.
In today's increasingly narcissistic society, we have come to look for love and desire within the "inferno of
the same."

Han offers a survey of the threats to Eros, drawing on awide range of sources -- Larsvon Trier'sfilm
Melancholia, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, Fifty Shades of Grey, Michel Foucault (providing a scathing
critique of Foucault's valorization of power), Martin Buber, Hegel, Baudrillard, Flaubert, Barthes, Plato, and
others. Han considers the "pornographication” of society, and shows how pornography profanes eros;
addresses capitalism's leveling of essential differences; and discusses the politics of eros in today's "burnout
society.” To be dead to love, Han argues, is to be dead to thought itself.

Conciseinits expression but unsparing in its insight, The Agony of Erosis an important and provocative
entry in Han's ongoing analysis of contemporary society.

This remarkable essay, an intellectual experience of the first order, affords one of the best waysto gain full
awareness of and join in one of the most pressing struggles of the day: the defense, that isto say -- as
Rimbaud desired it -- the "reinvention™ of love. -- from the foreword by Alain Badiou
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Byung-Chul Han, born in Seoul, is Professor of Philosophy and Cultural Studies at the Universitét der
Kinste Berlin (UdK). One of the most widely read philosophers in Europe, he is the author of more than
twenty books, including including three previous volumesin the MIT Press Untimely Meditations series, In
the Swarm: Digital Prospects, The Agony of Eros, and S hanzai: Deconstruction in Chinese.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terrance Hutchins;

The book The Agony of Eros (Untimely Meditations) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Agony of Eros (Untimely
Meditations)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
detailsfor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Agony of Eros (Untimely Meditations) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Brenda Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Agony of Eros (Untimely Meditations)
iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Gail Delamora:

This book untitled The Agony of Eros (Untimely Meditations) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, thisis because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
thiskind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it viaonline. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Joe Williams;

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of



stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually The Agony of Eros (Untimely Meditations).
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