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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a
rational, balanced history of 300 years of horror concentrated primarily in
Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the 18th century, the
witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before
have so many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins
examines how the meaning of "witch" has evolved and exposes the true nature of
witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though remarkably
misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative
and comprehensive body of information about witchcraft and demonology ever
compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in academic and popular
reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about
every phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its
last eruptions in the 18th century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations
from rare books, contemporary prints, and old manuscripts, many of which have
been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft,
was one of the half-dozen Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature. He authored over a dozen books and nearly 200 articles, including the
definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at Cornell
University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council
Professor, and he received grants from the Modern Language Association of
America and from the American Council of Learned Societies. He also served as
Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the Medieval
Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities.
Robbins has lectured extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at
universities throughout the world.
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With research sourced by the world's greatest libraries, Robbins has compiled a rational, balanced history of
300 years of horror concentrated primarily in Western Europe. Spanning from the 15th century through the
18th century, the witch-hunt frenzy marks a period of suppressed rational thought; never before have so
many been so wrong. To better understand this phenomenon, Robbins examines how the meaning of "witch"
has evolved and exposes the true nature of witchcraft—a topic widely discussed in popular culture, though
remarkably misunderstood.

First published in 1959, Robbins' encyclopedia remains the most authoritative and comprehensive body of
information about witchcraft and demonology ever compiled in a single volume. Lavishly acclaimed in
academic and popular reviews, this full-scale compendium of fact, history, and legend covers about every
phase of this fascinating subject from its origins in the medieval times to its last eruptions in the 18th
century. Accompanying the text are 250 illustrations from rare books, contemporary prints, and old
manuscripts, many of which have been published here for the first time.

Rossell Hope Robbins (1912-1990), an acknowledged authority on witchcraft, was one of the half-dozen
Americans ever elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He authored over a dozen books and
nearly 200 articles, including the definitive introduction to the catalogue of the Witchcraft Collection at
Cornell University Library in 1979. He was a Commonwealth Fellow, Canada Council Professor, and he
received grants from the Modern Language Association of America and from the American Council of
Learned Societies. He also served as Chairman of the Middle English Division of the MLA, President of the
Medieval Club of New York, research associate at Harvard and Columbia Universities. Robbins has lectured
extensively on medieval topics and witchcraft at universities throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology why because the amazing cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Clarence McKeever:

The book untitled The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in
the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Carmela Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Barbara Figueroa:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology we can have more



advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The
Encyclopedia of Witchcraft & Demonology. You can more attractive than now.
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