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In the current Middle East, insurgency tactics are used with frequency and
increasing success. But guerrillawar-fareis not just the tool of modern-day
terrorists. Its roots stretch back to our very own revolution.

In Violent Politics, William Polk takes us on a concise, brilliant tour of
insurgencies throughout history, starting with the American struggle for
independence, when fighters had to battle against both the British and the
loyalists, those colonists who sided with the monarchy. Instinctively, in away
they probably wouldn't have described as a coherent strategy, the rebel groups
employed the tactics of insurgency.

From there, Polk explores the role of insurgency in several other notable
conflicts, including the Spanish guerrillawar against Napoleon, the Irish struggle
for independence, the Algerian War of National |ndependence, and Vietnam. He
eventually lands at the present day, where the lessons of this history are needed
more than ever as Americans engage in ongoing campaigns in Afghanistan and
Irag—and beyond.
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In the current Middle East, insurgency tactics are used with frequency and increasing success. But guerrilla
war-fareis not just the tool of modern-day terrorists. Its roots stretch back to our very own revolution.

In Violent Palitics, William Polk takes us on a concise, brilliant tour of insurgencies throughout history,
starting with the American struggle for independence, when fighters had to battle against both the British and
the loyalists, those colonists who sided with the monarchy. Instinctively, in away they probably wouldn't
have described as a coherent strategy, the rebel groups employed the tactics of insurgency.

From there, Polk explores the role of insurgency in several other notable conflicts, including the Spanish
guerrillawar against Napoleon, the Irish struggle for independence, the Algerian War of National
Independence, and Vietnam. He eventually lands at the present day, where the lessons of this history are
needed more than ever as Americans engage in ongoing campaigns in Afghanistan and Irag—and beyond.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

William R. Polk taught Middle Eastern history and politics and Arabic at Harvard until 1961, when he
became a member of the Policy Planning Council of the U.S. Department of State. In 1965, he became
Professor of History at the University of Chicago, where he established the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies. His many books include The Birth of America and Understanding Irag.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tina Brookins:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare timeto try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Violent Politics: A History of Insurgency,
Terrorism, and Guerrilla War, from the American Revolution to Iraq to read.

Stephen Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Violent Politics: A
History of Insurgency, Terrorism, and GuerrillaWar, from the American Revolution to Iraq is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era

Marian Budl:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Violent Politics: A History of
Insurgency, Terrorism, and GuerrillaWar, from the American Revolution to Irag is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Teresa White:

The reason why? Because this Violent Palitics: A History of Insurgency, Terrorism, and GuerrillaWar, from
the American Revolution to Irag is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of advantages than the other
book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want to
hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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