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In her enthralling debut, Gilly Macmillan explores a mother’s search for her
missing son, weaving a taut psychological thriller as gripping and skillful as The
Girl on the Train and The Guilty One.

In a heartbeat, everything changes…

Rachel Jenner is walking in a Bristol park with her eight-year-old son, Ben, when
he asks if he can run ahead. It’s an ordinary request on an ordinary Sunday
afternoon, and Rachel has no reason to worry—until Ben vanishes.  

Police are called, search parties go out, and Rachel, already insecure after her
recent divorce, feels herself coming undone. As hours and then days pass without
a sign of Ben, everyone who knew him is called into question, from Rachel’s
newly married ex-husband to her mother-of-the-year sister. Inevitably, media
attention focuses on Rachel too, and the public’s attitude toward her begins to
shift from sympathy to suspicion.

As she desperately pieces together the threadbare clues, Rachel realizes that
nothing is quite as she imagined it to be, not even her own judgment. And the
greatest dangers may lie not in the anonymous strangers of every parent’s
nightmares, but behind the familiar smiles of those she trusts the most.

Where is Ben? The clock is ticking...
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Editorial Review

Review
“A mother and son spend an ordinary Sunday at a park near Londontown. Until the boy goes missing. Cue
dramatic music. This read’s basically The Changeling meets an episode of Law and Order: Special Victims
Unit but set in the UK.” (The Skimm)

“What an amazing, gripping, beautifully written debut. WHAT SHE KNEW kept me up late into the night
(and scared the life out of me).” (Liane Moriarty, New York Times bestselling author)

“Tightly focused and fast-paced. You won’t rest until you really know what happened.” (Lisa Ballantyne,
author of The Guilty One)

“Every parent’s nightmare, handled with intelligence and sensitivity, the novel is also deceptively clever. I
found myself racing through to find out what happened.” (Rosamund Lupton, international bestselling author
of SISTER)

“This accomplished, intelligent debut should come with a warning-it’s completely addictive. A nail-biting,
sleep-depriving, brilliant read.” (Saskia Sarginson, author of The Twins)

“Heart-in-the-mouth excitement from the start of this electrifyingly good debut…an absolute firecracker of a
thriller that convinces and captivates from the word go. A must read.” (Sunday Mirror)

“One of the brightest debuts I have read this year - a visceral, emotionally charged story….heart-wrenchingly
well told and expertly constructed, this deserves to stay on the bestseller list until Christmas” (The Daily
Mail)

“A terrific debut” (Reader's Digest)

“A very clever, tautly plotted page turned from a terrific new writer” (Good Housekeeping)

“An engaging debut.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“Macmillan peppers her debut with subtle red herrings and a variety of potential suspects, ratcheting up the
tension slowly but oh so deliciously.” (Booklist)

“A nuanced, completely addictive debut.” (People)

“Readers will have a tough time putting this one down. (Publishers Weekly)

“Gilly Macmillan introduces some smart variations on the [missing child] theme in her debut
mystery...Macmillan enlivens the narrative with emails, newspaper headlines, passages from professional
journals, even transcripts from Inspector Clemo’s sessions with a psychotherapist. But her best move is to
include vicious blog posts that go viral.” (New York Times Book Review)

From the Back Cover



Rachel Jenner is walking in a Bristol park with her eight-year-old son, Ben, when he asks if he can run
ahead. It’s an ordinary request on an ordinary Sunday afternoon, and Rachel has no reason to worry—until
Ben vanishes.

The police are called, search parties go out, and Rachel, already insecure after her recent divorce, feels
herself coming undone. As hours and then days pass without a sign of Ben, everyone who knew him is called
into question, from Rachel’s newly married ex-husband to her mother-of-the-year sister. Inevitably, media
attention focuses on Rachel too, and the public’s attitude toward her begins to shift from sympathy to
suspicion.

As she desperately pieces together the threadbare clues, Rachel realizes that nothing is quite as she imagined
it to be, not even her own judgment. And the greatest dangers may lie not in the anonymous strangers of
every parent’s nightmares, but behind the familiar smiles of those she trusts the most.

Where is Ben? The clock is ticking

. . . .  “Tightly focused and fast-paced. You won’t rest until you really know what happened.”—Lisa
Ballantyne, author of The Guilty One

“Every parent’s nightmare. . . deceptively clever.”—Rosamund Lupton, author of Sister

“Completely addictive. A nail-biting, sleep-depriving, brilliant read.” —Saskia Sarginson, author of The
Twins

About the Author

Gilly Macmillan is the Edgar Nominated and New York Times bestselling author of What She Knew. She
grew up in Swindon, Wiltshire and lived in Northern California in her late teens. She worked at The
Burlington Magazine and the Hayward Gallery before starting a family. Since then she's worked as a part-
time lecturer in photography, and now writes full-time. She resides in Bristol, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Ryan:

This What She Knew: A Novel usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The main reason of this What She Knew: A Novel can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this What She Knew: A Novel giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Antoine Anderson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled



What She Knew: A Novel your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The What She Knew:
A Novel giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Richard Thompson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be What She Knew: A Novel why because the amazing
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Tonya Quick:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and What She Knew: A Novel or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes What She Knew: A
Novel to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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