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The Unsung Heroes of the American Space Program A Bunch of Plumbers is the
behind-the-scenes story of how NASA engineers, armed with butcher paper, slide
rules, and punch card computers, accomplished two of the most successful
missions of the 20th century-the Lunar Orbiter Project that placed five spacecraft
around the Moon and photographed the proposed Apollo Landing Sites, and the
Viking Project that succeeded, against all odds, in placing two landers on the
surface of Mars in 1976. John Newcomb’s account is a tribute to the Lunar
Orbiter and Viking Project Teams and the thousands of other engineers who were
the unsung heroes of the space race. Woven throughout this book are stories of
extraordinary people like Derwood, who launched rockets from Wallops and
continued to play the violin despite losing an arm in a launch accident;
superstitions like Lee Scherer’s lucky coat; and Newcomb’s save-the-day
calculation involving rolls of butcher paper. It is a wild ride mixed with sobering
realities of sacrifice and dedication. And …you don’t have to be a rocket scientist
to enjoy this book.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Newcomb While attending Virginia Tech, John had many adventures through the Virginia Tech
Cooperative Engineering Program, alternately working in the NASA, Langley Research Center’s wind
tunnels, laboratories, and at Langley’s rocket launching site, Wallops Island. After graduating from Tech,
John joined the Langley Research Center as a young engineer and quickly became involved in two of
NASA’s early space missions - the Lunar Orbiter Project and the Viking Project. After Viking, John headed
NASA’s Physics and Chemistry Experiments in-Space Program that performed experiments in the free fall
environment of NASA’s Space Shuttle and The International Space Station. John and his wife, Peggy, live in
Gloucester Point, Virginia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim McLoughlin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Bunch of Plumbers will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Tommie Matthews:

The feeling that you get from A Bunch of Plumbers is a more deep you searching the information that hide
within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but A Bunch of Plumbers giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific A Bunch of Plumbers instantly.

Brenda Lewis:

This A Bunch of Plumbers is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Bunch of Plumbers in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.



Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Carmine Caulfield:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top checklist
in your reading list is usually A Bunch of Plumbers. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get
many advantages.
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