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Cicero in Letters is a guide to the first extensive correspondence that survives
from the Greco-Roman world. The more than eight hundred letters of Cicero that
are its core provided literary models for subsequent letter writers from Pliny to
Petrarch to Samuel Johnson and beyond. The collection also includes some one
hundred letters by Cicero's contemporaries. The letters they exchanged provide
unique insight into the experience of the Roman political class at the turning
point between Republican and imperial rule.

The first part of this study analyzes effects of the milieu in which the letters were
written. The lack of an organized postal system limited the correspondence that
Cicero and his contemporaries could conduct and influenced what they were
willing to write about. Their chief motive for exchanging letters was to protect
political relationships until they could resume their customary, face-to-face
association in Rome. Romans did not normally sign letters, much less write them
in their own hand. Their correspondence was handled by agents who drafted,
expedited, and interpreted it. Yet every letter advertised the level of intimacy that
bound the writer and the addressee. Finally, the published letters were not drawn
at random from the archives that Cicero left. An editor selected and arranged
them in order to impress on readers a particular view of Cicero as a public
personality. The second half of the book explores the significance of leading
themes in the letters. It shows how, in a time of deepening crisis, Cicero and his
correspondents drew on their knowledge of literature, the habit of consultation,
and the rhetoric of government in an effort to improve cooperation and to
maintain the political culture which they shared. The result is a revealing look at
Cicero's epistolary practices and also the world of elite social intercourse in the
late Republic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This study provides an insightful introduction to many of the sociological aspects of Cicero's
correspondence and will serve as an excellent complementary text for graduate and undergraduate courses on
Roman letters."--Jon Hall, New England Classical Journal

"White's book is another excellent addition to our renewed understanding and appreciation of the great
Cicero."--Clifford Cunningham, Sun News Network

"Writing in a clear, compelling style that immediately piques the reader's interest, White relates the context
and contents of the letters to modern circumstances. Recommended." --CHOICE

"White is a splendid guide to the strategies of Cicero's letters and to the social values and motives
underpinning those strategies."-William Fitzgerald, Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Peter White is Herman C. Bernick Family Professor in Classics and the College at the University of
Chicago. His previous books include Promised Verse, winner of the Charles J. Goodwin Award of Merit
from the American Philological Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jo Lee:

The book Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Frank Hudson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late
Republic as the daily resource information.

Cheryl Fisher:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic.

Kristine Toomey:

This Cicero in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic is great e-book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Cicero
in Letters: Epistolary Relations of the Late Republic in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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