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In 1978, as the protests against the Shah of Iran reached their zenith, philosopher
Michel Foucault was working as a special correspondent for Corriere della Sera
and le Nouvel Observateur. During his little-known stint as a journalist, Foucault
traveled to Iran, met with leaders like Ayatollah Khomeini, and wrote a series of
articles on the revolution. Foucault and the Iranian Revolution is the first book-
length analysis of these essays on Iran, the majority of which have never before
appeared in English. Accompanying the analysis are annotated translations of the
Iran writings in their entirety and the at times blistering responses from such
contemporaneous critics as Middle East scholar Maxime Rodinson as well as
comments on the revolution by feminist philosopher Simone de Beauvoir.

In this important and controversial account, Janet Afary and Kevin B. Anderson
illuminate Foucault's support of the Islamist movement. They also show how
Foucault's experiences in Iran contributed to a turning point in his thought,
influencing his ideas on the Enlightenment, homosexuality, and his search for
political spirituality. Foucault and the Iranian Revolution informs current
discussion on the divisions that have reemerged among Western intellectuals
over the response to radical Islamism after September 11. Foucault's provocative
writings are thus essential for understanding the history and the future of the
West's relationship with Iran and, more generally, to political Islam. In their
examination of these journalistic pieces, Afary and Anderson offer a surprising
glimpse into the mind of a celebrated thinker.
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working as a special correspondent for Corriere della Sera and le Nouvel Observateur. During his little-
known stint as a journalist, Foucault traveled to Iran, met with leaders like Ayatollah Khomeini, and wrote a
series of articles on the revolution. Foucault and the Iranian Revolution is the first book-length analysis of
these essays on Iran, the majority of which have never before appeared in English. Accompanying the
analysis are annotated translations of the Iran writings in their entirety and the at times blistering responses
from such contemporaneous critics as Middle East scholar Maxime Rodinson as well as comments on the
revolution by feminist philosopher Simone de Beauvoir.

In this important and controversial account, Janet Afary and Kevin B. Anderson illuminate Foucault's
support of the Islamist movement. They also show how Foucault's experiences in Iran contributed to a
turning point in his thought, influencing his ideas on the Enlightenment, homosexuality, and his search for
political spirituality. Foucault and the Iranian Revolution informs current discussion on the divisions that
have reemerged among Western intellectuals over the response to radical Islamism after September 11.
Foucault's provocative writings are thus essential for understanding the history and the future of the West's
relationship with Iran and, more generally, to political Islam. In their examination of these journalistic
pieces, Afary and Anderson offer a surprising glimpse into the mind of a celebrated thinker.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I am very impressed by the authors' clarity of thought, meticulousness of reseaarch, and important insights.
Their book's originality lies in the way it links Foucault's main ideas to the Iranian revolution, thereby
illuminating one through the other. The authors remind us of Foucault's immense influence on the dominant
views in the current debates on Islamism and Iran."--Azar Nafisi, author of Reading Lolita in Tehran (Azar
Nafisi)

From the Inside Flap
Philosopher Michel Foucault was working as a special correspondent for "Corriere della Sera "and "Le
Nouvel Observateur" in 1978 when the protests against the shah of Iran reached their zenith. During this
little-known stint as a journalist, Foucault traveled to Iran, met with leaders like Ayatollah Khomeini, and
wrote a series of articles on the revolution." Foucault and the Iranian Revolution" is the first book-length
analysis of these essays on Iran, the majority of which have never before appeared in English. These
provocative writings, included here in their entirety as annotated translations, are essential for understanding
the history and the future of the West's relationship with Iran and, more generally, to political Islam.

About the Author

Janet Afary is associate professor of history and women's studies at Purdue University. She is the author of
The Iranian Constitutional Revolution, 1906-1911, and current president of the International Society for
Iranian Studies. Kevin B. Anderson is associate professor of political science and sociology at Purdue
University and the author of Lenin, Hegel, and Western Marxism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of
Islamism book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to give to you. The writer regarding Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of
Islamism content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Foucault and
the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Eric Fincher:

You can obtain this Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get



difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Samantha Bond:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but novel and Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of
Islamism or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Rona Foret:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions of Islamism. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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