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Editorial Review

Review
Ten essays, 1971-83: ranging from autobiography through analyses of the underpinnings of sf to
examinations of specific authors and works - delivered in thunderous yet calculated tones, and a welter of
academic polysyllables. The autobiographical piece is most engaging and revealing - with Lem candidly
discussing his upbringing, his Jewish heritage, the German and Russian occupations of Poland, his own sf.
Elsewhere, he demonstrates his formidable intellect and his self-imposed conceptual limitations: he finds
fiction without intellectual challenge boring (and has no patience with the notion of fiction as entertainment);
in his view, sf works in which neither the objects nor the ideas have any basis in reality are merely "empty
games." Later, however, Lem cogently discusses sf's various time-travel motifs - notwithstanding his
previous denunciation of "empty games" where "impossible time-travel machines are used to point out
impossible time-travel paradoxes." "The primary unsolved problem" of sf, he writes, is "the lack of a
theoretical typology of its paradigmatic structures" - yet he fails to demonstrate why this lack is so damaging.
On the incestuous nature of Western sf, he's devastating: "critiques are not produced independently, but are
written by either the authors or the editors of anthologies, who evaluate each other's works." (He also blasts
publishers and editors for camouflaging advertising as criticism.) For all these reasons, sf is trashy and apt to
remain so. Moving on to specifics, Lem shows himself to be a penetrating but often arbitrary and petulant
critic. Just about the only Western sf author he approves of (Ballard and Bradbury rate a maybe) is Philip K.
Dick - who "tries to probe the neglected, latent, untouched, as-yet-unrealized potentialities of human
existence." A. E. van Vogt's work is condemned as "stupid lies" without a shred of evidence or analysis;
Borges, Lem determines, "has suffered from a lack of a free and rich imagination." He criticizes Daniel
Keyes' Flowers for Algernon for what Leto thinks Keyes' should have written; the Strugatsky brothers'
Roadside Picnic - which Leto not only analyzes brilliantly, but finds enjoyable - comes in for similar
treatment. Clearly, there's some ax-grinding going on. In sum: guaranteed to offend and provoke. (Kirkus
Reviews)

About the Author

Stanislaw Lem is the most widely translated and best known science fiction author writing outside of the
English language. Winner of the Kafka Prize, he is a contributor to many magazines, including the New
Yorker, and he is the author of numerous works, including Solaris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Microworlds to read.



Melissa Chandler:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Microworlds is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Rana Jensen:

The book untitled Microworlds contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period
of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Glen Bass:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Microworlds was colourful and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Microworlds has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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