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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

No longer satisfied with gentlemanly intelligence gathering, with the advent of WWII the United States
changed its espionage policy and opted for more daring tactics like decoding secret messages and detonating
exploding cigars. Under the guidance of decorated WWI hero William "Wild Bill" Donovan, the Office of
Special Services, the CIA’s predecessor, assembled a motley assortment of agents who set the stage for the
Allied armies’ most important missions, like the invasion of North Africaand the storming of Normandy.
Through first person narratives from a slew of OSS operatives, O’ Donnell explores the thrilling world of
spying before satellites and computer hacking boxed agents into cubicles. The WWII OSS hauled hardened
criminals out of jail to burgle enemy embassies and culled spies from the Free French who fled to England
and North Africa. The sophisticated seductress "Cynthia' used her sex appeal to gather ciphersfor breaking
Polish, Italian and Vichy codes from high-ranking military men. Elsewhere, Virginia Hall supplied the
French Resistance with arms and continually sabotaged the Gestapo while limping with awooden-leg. The
book also chronicles psychological operations by the Allied "Sauerkraut agents' who demoralized German
troops by spreading rumors of defeat, disease and desperation. The chapter on the OSS' covert weapons, like
exploding baseballs and umbrella pistols, vividly recalls 007’ s pre-mission encounters with "Q." Thisbook is
far more than a simple historical survey and reads like a satisfying cloak and dagger yarn, making it a good
choice both history and mystery buffs.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

O'Donnell, author of two books on U.S. elite unitsin World War 11's European and Pacific theaters, turns to
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), and asin his previous books, writes from the perspective of the men--
and in the OSS, some women--on the front lines. For the OSS, those lines were largely in German-occupied
Europe, where operatives gathered intelligence and provided weapons, communications, and leadership to a
wide variety of resistance organizations. The danger from the ruthless and frequently effective German
forces was great, particularly for the local personnel. So, too, was the risk of being caught in factional
guarrelsin France and Italy and outright fratricidal slaughter in the Balkans. O'Donnell doesn't denigrate the
OSS as do some other historians, who prefer other agencies and services that had turf fights with it
throughout the war. Instead, he argues persuasively that the OSS made both material and psychological
impacts on European resistance and, through it, on the Germans. Roland Green

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Through first-person narratives from a slew of OSS operatives, O'Donnell explores the thrilling world of

spying before satellites and computer hacking... The book is far more than a simple historical survey and
reads like a satisfying cloak-and-dagger yarn." (Publishers Weekly)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
JoeVizcarra:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War 11's OSS,
you are ableto tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a book.

Rita Carter:

The e-book with title Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of
World War 11's OSS posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jacqueline K ellett:

Typically the book Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World
War I1's OSS has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Allen Y opp:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs: The Unknown Story of the Men and Women of World War 1l's
OSS will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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