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The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life, shaping the
character of our community and underlying issues from racism and abortion to
human rights and international war. Legal philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores
the notion of law and itsrole in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation
to the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality.

In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose
of thelegal system, and the practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks
reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy with clarity and
enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of legal
theory.

In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material
on legal realism, changesto the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory,
and makes updates to historical and anthropological jurisprudence.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to awide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Palitics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every magjor
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life, shaping the character of our community
and underlying issues from racism and abortion to human rights and international war. Legal philosophy, or
jurisprudence, explores the notion of law and itsrole in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation to
the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality.

In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose of the legal system, and the
practice by courts, lawyers, and judges. Wacks reveals the intriguing and challenging nature of legal
philosophy with clarity and enthusiasm, providing an enlightening guide to the central questions of legal
theory.

In this revised edition Wacks makes a number of updates including new material on legal realism, changes to
the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory, and makes updates to historical and anthropological
jurisprudence.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet aways balanced and complete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review

With an admirable and elegant economy of expression - which compromises neither subtlety nor nuance -
Ray Wacks has written in Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction, ajuristic gem that not only shines
with clarity but sparkles with insight on topics as diverse as natural law, rights theory, utilitarianism, the
sociology of the law, critical legal studies and law-and-economics. An indispensable introduction for the
student of legal philosophy, aswell as a sound and reliable guide for the seasoned scholar, Wacks
Philosophy of Law makes a knock-down case, concisely and capacioudly, for the absolute centrality of
jurisprudence to the study of law. Professor William MacNeil, Griffith Law School

About the Author

Raymond Wacksis Emeritus Professor of Law and Legal Theory. His areas of interest are legal theory,
privacy, and human rights, and he has published numerous books and articles on various aspects of law,
including Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal Theory (OUP, 2012), Law: A Very Short
Introduction (OUP, 2008), and Privacy: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ronald Walker:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some peopletruly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Carol Berry:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own sparetime
to take awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Philosophy
of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have some other opinion?



Ok Lord:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Philosophy of Law: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Karen Rodriguez:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal freetime/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
freetime/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Philosophy of Law: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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