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Despite more than half a century of psychological research on creativity we are
still far from a clear understanding of the creative process, its antecedents and
consequences and, most of all, the ways in which we can effectively support
creativity. This is primarily due to a narrow focus on creative individuals isolated
from culture and society. Rethinking Creativity proposes a fundamental review of
this position and argues that creativity is not only a psychological but a
sociocultural phenomenon.

This edited volume aims to relocate creativity from inside individual minds to the
material, symbolic and social world of culture. It brings together eminent social
and cultural psychologists who study dynamic, transformative and emergent
phenomena, and invites them to conceptualise creativity in ways that depart from
mainstream definitions and theoretical models existing in past and present
literature on the topic. Chapters include reflections on the relationship between
creativity and difference, creativity as a process of symbolic transformation, the
role of apprenticeships and collaboration, the importance of considering
materiality and affordances in creative work, and the power of imagination to
construct individual trajectories.

The diverse contributions included in this book offer readers multiple pathways
into the intricate relationship between mind, culture, and creativity, and invite
them to rethink these phenomena in ways that foster creative action within their
own life and the lives of those around them. It will be of key interest to both
social and cultural psychologists, as well as to creativity researchers and those
who, as part of their personal or professional life, try to understand creativity and
develop creative forms of expression.
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Despite more than half a century of psychological research on creativity we are still far from a clear
understanding of the creative process, its antecedents and consequences and, most of all, the ways in which
we can effectively support creativity. This is primarily due to a narrow focus on creative individuals isolated
from culture and society. Rethinking Creativity proposes a fundamental review of this position and argues
that creativity is not only a psychological but a sociocultural phenomenon.

This edited volume aims to relocate creativity from inside individual minds to the material, symbolic and
social world of culture. It brings together eminent social and cultural psychologists who study dynamic,
transformative and emergent phenomena, and invites them to conceptualise creativity in ways that depart
from mainstream definitions and theoretical models existing in past and present literature on the topic.
Chapters include reflections on the relationship between creativity and difference, creativity as a process of
symbolic transformation, the role of apprenticeships and collaboration, the importance of considering
materiality and affordances in creative work, and the power of imagination to construct individual
trajectories.

The diverse contributions included in this book offer readers multiple pathways into the intricate relationship
between mind, culture, and creativity, and invite them to rethink these phenomena in ways that foster
creative action within their own life and the lives of those around them. It will be of key interest to both
social and cultural psychologists, as well as to creativity researchers and those who, as part of their personal
or professional life, try to understand creativity and develop creative forms of expression.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Vlad Glaveanu is Associate Professor in the Department of Communication and Psychology, Aalborg
University, Denmark, and Research Associate in the Institute of Psychology, Paris Descartes University,
France.

Alex Gillespie is Lecturer in Social Psychology in the Department of Psychology, London School of
Economics, UK.

Jaan Valsiner is Niels Bohr Professor of Cultural Psychology at Aalborg University, Denmark, and
Professor of Psychology and English at Clark University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Rethinking Creativity: Contributions from social and cultural
psychology (Cultural Dynamics of Social Representation).

Owen Ray:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Rethinking Creativity:
Contributions from social and cultural psychology (Cultural Dynamics of Social Representation) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lisa Alaniz:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to



something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Rethinking Creativity: Contributions
from social and cultural psychology (Cultural Dynamics of Social Representation) can be great book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Haley Berg:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Rethinking Creativity: Contributions from social and cultural
psychology (Cultural Dynamics of Social Representation) was filled about science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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