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Cultures around the world have regarded self-fulfillment as the ultimate goal of
human striving and as the fundamental test of the goodness of a human life. The
ideal has also been criticized, however, as egotistical or as so value-neutral that it
fails to distinguish between, for example, self-fulfilled sinners and self-fulfilled
saints. Alan Gewirth presents here a systematic and highly original study of self-
fulfillment that seeks to overcome these and other arguments and to justify the
high place that the ideal has been accorded. He does so by developing an ethical
theory that ultimately grounds the value of self-fulfillment in the idea of the
dignity of human beings.

Gewirth begins by distinguishing two models of self- fulfillment--aspiration-
fulfillment and capacity-fulfillment--and shows how each of these contributes to
the intrinsic value of human life. He then distinguishes between three types of
morality--universalist, particularist, and personalist--and shows how each
contributes to the values embodied in self-fulfillment. Building on these ideas, he
develops a Odialectical' conception of reason that shows how human rights are
central to self-fulfillment. Gewirth also argues that self-fulfillment has a social as
well as an individual dimension: that the nature of society and the obstacles that
disadvantaged groups face affect strongly the character of the self-fulfillment that
persons can achieve.

Bold in scope and rigorous in execution, Self-Fulfillment is a powerful new
contribution to moral, social, and political philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1999

About the Author
Alan Gewirth is Edward Carson Waller Distinguished Service Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Chicago. He is the author of Reason and Morality, The Community of Rights, and Human Rights: Essays on
Justification and Applications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Donofrio:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually Self-Fulfillment.

Latonya Sams:

Self-Fulfillment can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every
word into joy arrangement in writing Self-Fulfillment although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Ashley Wright:

This Self-Fulfillment is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Self-Fulfillment can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.



Mason Childress:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is Self-Fulfillment. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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