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Acting as an inspiration to the people of China and East Asia, "The Analects"
affirms a humanistic ethic. This translation of the work aims to break down the
stereotypical Confucius, showing him to have been a man of passion, enthusiasm
and action, whose vocation was politics, and who saw his world sink into violent
barbarity. Unable to secure the political role he sought, he engaged his crumbling
culture in ethical debate, exercising his moral duty to reform society and restore
its former glory. In this translation of the work, Confucius seems to be addressing
the problems of our own age.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Simon Leys is the pseudonym of Pierre Ryckmans (Chinese studies, Univ. of Sydney), who tells us in the
foreword that he uses a literary pen name because his intention here was to produce a "writer's translation."
In fact, this well-crafted translation of Confucius departs only in subtle ways from other distinguished
translations to which Leys gives due credit, such as that by Arthur Waley (1938) and D.C. Lau (1979). When
his reading is in any way unusual or when he has added to the text, he discloses his rationale fully in the
notes. Leys draws parallels between Confucius and thinkers more familiar to Westerners, from Heraclitus to
Emerson. He also allows himself to editorialize when a passage strikes a certain chord in him, bringing a
fresh, contemporary reading to what might otherwise be an obscure Chinese concept. Scholars of Chinese
may quibble over some of the nuances of translation, but it is the opinions set forth in Leys's notes that will
spark lively debate. Recommended for academic collections and other collections in need of a good
translation of this classic work.?Mark Woodhouse, Elmira Coll. Lib., N.Y.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Nearly all of us think we know Confucius (551^-479 B.C.). He is the archetypal Chinese sage, spouting
cryptic one-liners, and, to the slightly more knowledgeable, the inventor of ancestor worship and the
groveling before authority that supposedly hobbled progress in China. With his new translation of the only
Confucian text, Leys seeks to restore Confucius' reputation by presenting him as an apt teacher for today.
Confucius' China was racked by political dissolution and violence, and he prescribed ritualized politeness as
a means of bolstering order. But he did not countenance injustice, venality, and the other vices of authority;
and he thought that being a gentleman--the most important and desirable status in his political prescription--
was something an ethical man from any social class could attain, provided he mastered the kind of education
the West has called liberal. To Western societies that many find lacking in civility, order, and virtue,
Confucius does indeed speak, and in this version with maximum clarity, thanks to the crystalline introduction
and notes as much as to the translation. Ray Olson

Review
"This fresh rendering of the Analects may come to be accepted as [Waley's] richest gift: fresh in time and in
treatment." —The Listener

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelina Soria:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Analects of Confucius has been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide The Analects of Confucius is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Analects of Confucius. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kristy Douglas:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The
Analects of Confucius is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joan Beverly:

You may get this The Analects of Confucius by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Lena Robertson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them
is actually The Analects of Confucius.
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