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For haf of the twentieth century, the Cold War gripped the world. International
relations everywhere--and domestic policy in scores of nations--pivoted around
this central point, the American-Soviet rivalry. Even today, much of the world's
diplomacy grapples with chaos created by the Cold War's sudden disappearance.
Here indeed is a subject that defies easy understanding. Now comes a definitive
account, a startlingly fresh, clear eyed, comprehensive history of our century's
longest struggle.

In The Cold War, Ronald E. Powaski offers a new perspective on the great
rivalry, even as he provides a coherent, concise narrative. He wastes no timein
challenging the reader to think of the Cold War in new ways, arguing that the
roots of the conflict are centuries old, going back to Czarist Russia and to the
very infancy of the American nation. He shows that both Russiaand America
were expansionist nations with messianic complexes, and the people of both
nations believed they possessed a unique mission in history. Except for a brief
interval in 1917, Americans perceived the Russian government (whether Czarist
or Bolshevik) as despotic; Russians saw the United States as conspiring to
prevent it from reaching its place in the sun. U.S. military intervention in Russia's
civil war, with the aim of overthrowing Lenin's upstart regime, entrenched
Moscow's fears. Soviet American relations, difficult before World War 11--when
both nations were relatively weak militarily and isolated from world affairs--
escalated dramatically after both nations emerged as the world's major military
powers. Powaski paints a portrait of the spiraling tensions with stark clarity, as
each new development added to the rivalry: the Marshall Plan, the communist
coup in Czechoslovakia, the Berlin blockade, the formation of NATO, the first
Soviet nuclear test. In this atmosphere, Truman found it easy to believe that the
Communist victory in China and the Korean War were products of Soviet
expansionism. He and his successors extended their own web of mutual defense
treaties, covert actions, and military interventions across the globe--from the
Caribbean to the Middle East and, finally to Southeast Asia, where containment
famously foundered in the bog of Vietnam.

Powaski skillfully highlights the domestic politics, diplomatic maneuvers, and
even psychological factors as he untangles the knot that bound the two
superpowers together in conflict. From the nuclear arms race, to the impact of
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U.S. recognition of China on detente, to Brezhnev's inflexible persistencein
competing with America everywhere, he casts new light on familiar topics.
Always judiciousin his assessments, Powaski gives due credit to Reagan and
especially Bush in facilitating the Soviet collapse, but also notes that internal
economic failure, not outside pressure, proved decisive in the Communist failure.
Perhaps most important, he offers a clear eyed assessment of the lasting
distortions the struggle wrought upon American institutions, raising questions
about whether anyone really won the Cold War. With clarity, fairness, and
insight, he offers the definitive account of our century's longest international
rivary.
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For half of the twentieth century, the Cold War gripped the world. International relations everywhere--and
domestic policy in scores of nations--pivoted around this central point, the American-Soviet rivalry. Even
today, much of the world's diplomacy grapples with chaos created by the Cold War's sudden disappearance.
Here indeed is a subject that defies easy understanding. Now comes a definitive account, a startlingly fresh,
clear eyed, comprehensive history of our century's longest struggle.

In The Cold War, Ronald E. Powaski offers a new perspective on the great rivalry, even as he provides a
coherent, concise narrative. He wastes no time in challenging the reader to think of the Cold War in new
wayss, arguing that the roots of the conflict are centuries old, going back to Czarist Russia and to the very
infancy of the American nation. He shows that both Russia and America were expansionist nations with
messianic complexes, and the people of both nations believed they possessed a unique mission in history.
Except for abrief interval in 1917, Americans perceived the Russian government (whether Czarist or
Bolshevik) as despotic; Russians saw the United States as conspiring to prevent it from reaching its placein
the sun. U.S. military intervention in Russias civil war, with the aim of overthrowing Lenin's upstart regime,
entrenched Moscow's fears. Soviet American relations, difficult before World War [1--when both nations
were relatively weak militarily and isolated from world affairs--escalated dramatically after both nations
emerged as the world's major military powers. Powaski paints a portrait of the spiraling tensions with stark
clarity, as each new development added to the rivalry: the Marshall Plan, the communist coup in
Czechoslovakia, the Berlin blockade, the formation of NATO, the first Soviet nuclear test. In this
atmosphere, Truman found it easy to believe that the Communist victory in China and the Korean War were
products of Soviet expansionism. He and his successors extended their own web of mutual defense treaties,
covert actions, and military interventions across the globe--from the Caribbean to the Middle East and,
finally to Southeast Asia, where containment famously foundered in the bog of Vietnam.

Powaski skillfully highlights the domestic politics, diplomatic maneuvers, and even psychological factors as
he untangles the knot that bound the two superpowers together in conflict. From the nuclear arms race, to the
impact of U.S. recognition of China on detente, to Brezhnev's inflexible persistence in competing with
Americaeverywhere, he casts new light on familiar topics. Always judicious in his assessments, Powaski
gives due credit to Reagan and especially Bush in facilitating the Soviet collapse, but also notes that internal
economic failure, not outside pressure, proved decisive in the Communist failure. Perhaps most important, he
offers aclear eyed assessment of the lasting distortions the struggle wrought upon American institutions,
raising questions about whether anyone really won the Cold War. With clarity, fairness, and insight, he
offers the definitive account of our century's longest international rivalry.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Do we need another book on the Cold War? It depends on who you are: If you have been following the
voluminous literature over the past couple of decades, then Powaski's book has little new to offer. If, on the
other hand, you know next to nothing about the topic and would like a concise summary, then you arein
luck, because Powaski (The Entangling Alliance: The United States and European Security, 1950-1993,
Greenwood, 1994) has ably gathered the general historiographical issues of thislong-drawn-out struggle and
packaged them in an easily digestible format. In the enormous library of writings on this subject, Powaski's
book is best for lender collections; large libraries already have enough surveys.?Edward Goedeken, lowa
State Univ. Lib., Ames

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"An excellent basic survey of the Cold EWar era around which additional readings can be arranged to suit
any teacher's preferences."--H. Peter Krasby, State University of New York at Albany

"The organization by American presidential administrations creates a very clear and readable account of
Soviet-American relations over the entire thirty-year history of the USSR."--James A. Brown, Tougal 0o
College

"A well balanced study. May be used for required or supplemental reading."--Emmett A. Shea, Westchester
State College

About the Author

About the Author: Ronald E. Powaski is the author of March to Armegeddon: The United States and the
Nuclear Arms Race, 1939 to the Present. He is Adjunct Professor of Special Studies at Notre Dame College
of Ohio.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jessica L antigua:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
abook? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991.

Jon Gomes:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for al peoplein the



world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Cold War: The United States
and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991. All type of book would you see on many options. Y ou can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Kirk Mathews:

This The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 are generally reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet
Union, 1917-1991 can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just smple
reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Hector Medlin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet
Union, 1917-1991 or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especialy. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book,
any other book likes The Cold War: The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991 to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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