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The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans
across vast stretches to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of
pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread their faith across
Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction
illuminates the historical background against which the silk road flourished,
shedding light on the importance of old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian and
world history.

On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to
stand in for the cross-cultural communication between peoples across the
Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other, he highlights
specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean,
Persia, India, and China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While
including silks, spices, and travelers tales of colorful locales, the book explains
the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road interactions--
especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the
biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across
the continent. Millward shows that these exchanges had a profound effect on the
old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern globalization. He also
disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol
empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk
road phenomena continued through the early modern and modern expansion of
the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia.

Millward concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only
as a popular name for boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and
diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton's"Silk Road Initiative"
for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
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The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast stretches to trade
exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread
their faith across Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates
the historical background against which the silk road flourished, shedding light on the importance of old-
world cultural exchange to Eurasian and world history.

On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other,
he highlights specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and
China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of
colorful locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road
interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the biological,
technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across the continent. Millward shows that these
exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern
globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol empire or
the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena continued through
the early modern and modern expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia.

Millward concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for
boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton's"Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review
Review

"As befits the title of the series, The Slk Road: A Very Short Introduction succeeds in giving the genera
audience aview of world history through the lens of biology, technology, commerce, and culture. A must
read for any aspiring enlightened global citizen."

--Yo-Yo Ma, Grammy award-winning recording artist; artistic director, The Silk Road Project

About the Author

James A. Millward is Professor of Intersocietal History at the Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University. His books include Eurasian Crossroads. A History of Xinjiang and Beyond the
Pass: Economy, Ethnicity and Empirein Qing Central Asia, 1759-1864. He has served on the boards of the
Association for Asian Studies and the Central Eurasian Studies Society and was president of the latter in
2010.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Calvin Baker:

With other case, little people like to read book The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Sandra Davis:

The publication untitled The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the guide
that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did alot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could get the e-book of The Silk Road: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
freetime.



Sarah Acres:

The reason? Because this The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) isan
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | have been you
| will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Bonnie Howe:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. Thisreserve The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) was filled
concerning science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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