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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

A strange and monumental novel that took William Gass three decades to write. When a Midwestern
historian sits down to write the introduction to his magnum opus study of the Third Reich, he instead writesa
chaotic, obscure and labrynthine exploration of his personal history. Then he begins digging atunnel from
the basement of his house. The writing, the digging, and the reader's reading blend into one profound
meditation on history, evil, the living and the dead. PEN/Faulkner Award Finalist.

From Publishers Weekly

This long-awaited magnum opus by the dean of American prose modernists, 30 yearsin the making, isa
terrible disappointment. In this endless ramble of anovel, Gass (Omensetter's Luck; In the Heart of the Heart
of the Country), though here, as always, possessed of a bewitching and spectacularly fluid and allusive style,
failsto find a suitable home for his narrator's wickedly dyspeptic views of history, marriage and culture.
William Kohler is a Midwestern academic historian working on an introduction to hislife's work-a massive
study of "guilt and innocence in Hitler's Germany." This, however, and the fact that Kohler begins to secretly
dig atunnel out of his basement, are the only shards of plot in this otherwise formless book. Gass, as readers
of hisfiction and gorgeous literary essays will know (On Being Blue), can turn a phrase and render lyrical
descriptions that have not only music to them, but also shape and weight. But in portraying the failed career
and life of Kohler, these gifts are brought to bear on such alitany of sour rant-about his aging body, his
wife'swidening girth, the fatuous enthusiasms of his colleagues and mentors-that the reader will beg for a
way out of thisdark and airless space. Unfortunately, thereis no light at the end of The Tunnel, and the
promise of a new perspective on our century's most heinous crime-the Holocaust-is very much aforgotten
VOW.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Here, Gass presents William Kohler, a professor of history who sitsin his basement study trying to write a
preface to his monumental work, Guilt and Innocence in Hitler's Germany, but instead finds himself writing
his autobiography. Historical objectivity eludes him, as old wounds and resentments obscure the facts. He
broods over an unhappy childhood and aloveless marriage and regrets "alife spent in achair." Theresultisa
sort of Mein Kampf from this self-described Fuhrer of the Party of Disappointed People. Between chapters,
Kohler pausesto dig an escape tunnel through the basement wall as his wife waits patiently upstairs. Like
Gass's best-known metafictional work, Willie Master's Lonesome Wife (LJ 12/1/71), this book isfilled with
puns, limericks, illustrations, and unusual typefaces. In marked contrast to the earlier work, this playful
design seems completely at odds with the ponderous text. For larger fiction collections.

Edward B. &. John, Loyola Law Sch. Lib., Los Angeles

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Catrina Hall:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have



spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific The Tunnel to read.

Ann Bland:

The ability that you get from The Tunnel could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Tunnel giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of The Tunnel instantly.

Katherine Velasquez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstabl e resource then you
obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Tunnel as the daily resource information.

Silvia Doucet;:

The guide untitled The Tunnel is the e-book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of The
Tunnel from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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