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The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years
of classical music -- from Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor Stravinsky, John Cage,
and beyond.

The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical
history and an insider's key to the personalities, epochs, and genres of the
Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de
Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine
biography with detailed analyses of the major works while assessing their role in
the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony,
atonality, and the impact of the early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.

Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can
appreciate, The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is an invaluable source-book
for music lovers everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
The most readable and comprehensive guide to enjoying over five hundred years of classical music -- from
Gregorian chants, Johann Sebastian Bach, and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Johannes Brahms, Igor
Stravinsky, John Cage, and beyond.
The Vintage Guide to Classical Music is a lively -- and opinionated -- musical history and an insider's key to
the personalities, epochs, and genres of the Western classical tradition. Among its features:
-- chronologically arranged essays on nearly 100 composers, from Guillaume de Machaut (ca. 1300-1377) to
Aaron Copland (1900-1990), that combine biography with detailed analyses of the major works while
assessing their role in the social, cultural, and political climate of their times;
-- informative sidebars that clarify broader topics such as melody, polyphony, atonality, and the impact of the
early-music movement;
-- a glossary of musical terms, from a cappella to woodwinds;
-- a step-by-step guide to building a great classical music library.
Written with wit and a clarity that both musical experts and beginners can appreciate, The Vintage Guide to
Classical Music is an invaluable source-book for music lovers everywhere.

About the Author
Composer and writer Jan Swafford received degrees from Harvard and the Yale School of Music; his work
has been played throughout the United States and abroad. Among his awards are an NEA Composers Grant,
a Tanglewood Fellowship and a Mellon Faculty Fellowship at Harvard.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide
for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music. Try to face the book The Vintage Guide to Classical
Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Latosha Page:

The feeling that you get from The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for
Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise
but The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying



Classical Music giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding
and Enjoying Classical Music instantly.

Brian Wallace:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical
Music.

Vicki Head:

Beside that The Vintage Guide to Classical Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying
Classical Music in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Vintage Guide to Classical
Music: An Indispensable Guide for Understanding and Enjoying Classical Music because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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