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Ever since the Warren Commission concluded that a lone gunman assassinated
President John F. Kennedy, people who doubt that finding have been widely
dismissed as conspiracy theorists, despite credible evidence that right-wing
elements in the CIA, FBI, and Secret Service—and possibly even senior
government officials—were also involved. Why has suspicion of criminal
wrongdoing at the highest levels of government been rejected out-of-hand as
paranoid thinking akin to superstition?

Conspiracy Theory in America investigates how the Founders’ hard-nosed
realism about the likelihood of elite political misconduct—articulated in the
Declaration of Independence—has been replaced by today’s blanket
condemnation of conspiracy beliefs as ludicrous by definition. Lance deHaven-
Smith reveals that the term “conspiracy theory” entered the American lexicon of
political speech to deflect criticism of the Warren Commission and traces it back
to a CIA propaganda campaign to discredit doubters of the commission’s report.
He asks tough questions and connects the dots among five decades’ worth of
suspicious events, including the assassinations of John and Robert Kennedy, the
attempted assassinations of George Wallace and Ronald Reagan, the crimes of
Watergate, the Iran-Contra arms-for-hostages deal, the disputed presidential
elections of 2000 and 2004, the major defense failure of 9/11, and the subsequent
anthrax letter attacks.

Sure to spark intense debate about the truthfulness and trustworthiness of our
government, Conspiracy Theory in America offers a powerful reminder that a
suspicious, even radically suspicious, attitude toward government is crucial to
maintaining our democracy.
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Ever since the Warren Commission concluded that a lone gunman assassinated President John F. Kennedy,
people who doubt that finding have been widely dismissed as conspiracy theorists, despite credible evidence
that right-wing elements in the CIA, FBI, and Secret Service—and possibly even senior government
officials—were also involved. Why has suspicion of criminal wrongdoing at the highest levels of
government been rejected out-of-hand as paranoid thinking akin to superstition?

Conspiracy Theory in America investigates how the Founders’ hard-nosed realism about the likelihood of
elite political misconduct—articulated in the Declaration of Independence—has been replaced by today’s
blanket condemnation of conspiracy beliefs as ludicrous by definition. Lance deHaven-Smith reveals that the
term “conspiracy theory” entered the American lexicon of political speech to deflect criticism of the Warren
Commission and traces it back to a CIA propaganda campaign to discredit doubters of the commission’s
report. He asks tough questions and connects the dots among five decades’ worth of suspicious events,
including the assassinations of John and Robert Kennedy, the attempted assassinations of George Wallace
and Ronald Reagan, the crimes of Watergate, the Iran-Contra arms-for-hostages deal, the disputed
presidential elections of 2000 and 2004, the major defense failure of 9/11, and the subsequent anthrax letter
attacks.

Sure to spark intense debate about the truthfulness and trustworthiness of our government, Conspiracy
Theory in America offers a powerful reminder that a suspicious, even radically suspicious, attitude toward
government is crucial to maintaining our democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An intriguing take on the origins and implications of conspiracy theories and the paranoid mindset itself. . . .
Confronted with these compelling arguments, even the most incredulous readers will find themselves
questioning their own preconceived notions of paranoia, governmental transparency, and conspiracy
theorists." (Publishers Weekly)

About the Author
LANCE DEHAVEN-SMITH Tallahassee, Florida DeHaven-Smith is Professor in the Reubin O’D. Askew
School of Public Administration and Policy at Florida State University. A former President of the Florida
Political Science Association, deHaven-Smith is the author of more than a dozen books, including The Battle
for Florida, which analyzes the disputed 2000 presidential election. DeHaven-Smith has appeared on Good
Morning America, the Today Show, NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw, CBS Nightly News with Dan
Rather, the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, and other national TV and radio shows.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering
America). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering America). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Garnet Veach:

This Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering America) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering America) without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering America) can bring when you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Conspiracy Theory in America (Discovering America) having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.



John Yang:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If
you receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Conspiracy Theory in America
(Discovering America) as the daily resource information.

Christopher Evan:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Conspiracy Theory in America
(Discovering America) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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