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This innovative sourcebook builds a dynamic understanding of China's early
medieval period (220–589) through an original selection and arrangement of
literary, historical, religious, and critical texts. A tumultuous and formative era,
these centuries saw the longest stretch of political fragmentation in China's
imperial history, resulting in new ethnic configurations, the rise of powerful
clans, and a pervasive divide between north and south.

Deploying thematic categories, the editors sketch the period in a novel way for
students and, by featuring many texts translated into English for the first time,
recast the era for specialists. Thematic topics include regional definitions and
tensions, governing mechanisms and social reality, ideas of self and other,
relations with the unseen world, everyday life, and cultural concepts. Within each
section, the editors and translators introduce the selected texts and provide
critical commentary on their historical significance, along with suggestions for
further reading and research.
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through an original selection and arrangement of literary, historical, religious, and critical texts. A
tumultuous and formative era, these centuries saw the longest stretch of political fragmentation in China's
imperial history, resulting in new ethnic configurations, the rise of powerful clans, and a pervasive divide
between north and south.

Deploying thematic categories, the editors sketch the period in a novel way for students and, by featuring
many texts translated into English for the first time, recast the era for specialists. Thematic topics include
regional definitions and tensions, governing mechanisms and social reality, ideas of self and other, relations
with the unseen world, everyday life, and cultural concepts. Within each section, the editors and translators
introduce the selected texts and provide critical commentary on their historical significance, along with
suggestions for further reading and research.
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Editorial Review

Review

A rich and pathbreaking collection of materials that span the humanistic discipliines, this volume includes
key texts that should not be omitted in a sourcebook of this kind as well as many that are available for the
first time in English. Its thematic organization encourages new ways of thinking about the period that
transcend traditional boundaries. The expert translations and extensive critical matter will make this an
indispensable resource on early medieval China.

(Pauline Yu, President, American Council of Learned Societies)

[An] excellent resource... Highly recommended.

(CHOICE)

[A] pioneering handbook.

(Library Journal)

Review

Edited by leading figures in the fields of early medieval Chinese literature, history, and religion, this is a
truly outstanding volume--beautifully conceived and superbly organized, with excellent selections of
sources, careful translations. and informative introductions.

(Michael Puett, author of To Become a God: Cosmology, Sacrifice, and Self-Divinization in Early China)

This magisterial volume is of singular importance to the study of early medieval Chinese history, literature,
thought, and religion. Written by the Who's Who in a field that has grown exponentially in recent years, this
sourcebook presents up-to-date scholarship at the highest level. Wide-ranging in scope, rich in detail, and
thoroughly interdisciplinary, it serves as the principal guide to the world of early medieval China and as a
wonderful inspiration to students.

(Martin Kern, Princeton University)

About the Author

Wendy Swartz is an associate professor of Chinese literature at Rutgers University. She is the author of
Reading Tao Yuanming: Shifting Paradigms of Historical Reception (427–1900) and articles on early
medieval Chinese poetry and classical literary thought and criticism.

Robert Ford Campany is a professor of Asian studies and religion at Vanderbilt University. He is the author
of Making Transcendents: Ascetics and Social Memory in Early Medieval China and three other books and



numerous articles on the history of Chinese religions and the comparative study of religion.

Yang Lu has taught at Princeton University and the University of Kansas and is a professor of Chinese
history at Peking University. He specializes in the history of medieval China and of Buddhism. His
publications include works on the cultural and political history of the Tang dynasty, Buddhist scholasticism
in China, and Chinese historiography.

Jessey J. C. Choo is an assistant professor at Rutgers University and specializes in the cultural history of
medieval China. She is currently finishing a book-length study on memory, identity, and the transformation
of mortuary and commemorative rituals in medieval China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Earl Sanders:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Santos Ball:

Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.



Pat Tran:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it.
Beside that the reserve Early Medieval China: A Sourcebook can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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