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Emma Goldman has often been read for her colorful life story, her lively if
troubled sex life, and her wide-ranging political activism. Few have taken her
seriously as a political thinker, even though in her lifetime she was a vigorous
public intellectual within a global network of progressive politics. Engaging
Goldman as a political thinker allows us to rethink the common dualism between
theory and practice, scrutinize stereotypes of anarchism by placing Goldman
within a fuller historical context, recognize the remarkable contributions of
anarchism in creating public life, and open up contemporary politics to the
possibilities of transformative feminism.
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Editorial Review

Review
Finally, a study of Emma Goldman's thought that treats her not only as revolutionary activist, sexual
liberationist, anarchist or feminist, but as an original and provocative political thinker. Kathy Ferguson's own
gift for subtle theoretical work combined with extensive archival research, textual analysis, and keen critical
appreciation of Goldman's analytic compass points and political imagination, have together generated a
volume of the first rank. (Wendy Brown, University of California, Berkeley)

Taking Red Emma seriously as a political thinker who theorized through her activism, body, and personal
relationships, Kathy Ferguson more than provides a usable past for envisioning a just and joyful world.
Ferguson offers a methodology for doing theory, a model for contemporary feminist praxis of the highest
order that interrogates the archive through critical thought. A stunning achievement! (Eileen Boris, Hull
Professor of Feminist Studies, University of California Santa Barbara)

There should be no doubting the importance of this book.Thoroughly and acutely researched it engages with
Goldman as a serious political thinker as well as iconic figure, leading us to re-evaluate our understanding of
this complex, powerful and, yes,courageous, woman. It is essential reading ,and will be for years to come,
for anyone wanting to understand Goldman and the philosophy she devoted her life to. (Barry Pateman,
Associate Editor Emma Goldman Papers, UC Berkeley)

This is the best book on Emma Goldman out there?Professor Ferguson engages Goldman like no one else,
recounting and reliving for us the distinctive weave of political theory, political acumen, fear, joy, courage,
and sheer vitality that was the marvelous event called Emma Goldman. Ferguson has created a book with the
rarest of combinations: scholarship of the highest caliber and a fantastic read. (Jane Bennett, Johns Hopkins
University)

...a significant achievement in its scholarly range and attention to the details of Goldman's habitus, in its
sensitivity to the novel challenges of recording the kind of political thinking that arises from oppositional
political movements, and in its evident passion for the recovery of Gold man herself as a political thinker
who becomes intelligible only when she is placed in this context above all. (Political Theory)

Ferguson uses careful, deliberate scholarship to bring Goldman into the academic fold. . . .[S]he does so in a
brilliant fashion, applying theoretical lenses while respecting the heart and spirit of Goldman’s life which
was dedicated to action more than thinking. (Keally McBride, Theory & Event)

About the Author

Kathy E. Ferguson is professor of political science and women's studies at the University of Hawai'i at
Manoa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Henry Major:

The book Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political
Thinkers) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and
read a publication Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Leticia Nielson:

The book Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers)?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Emma Goldman: Political
Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Emma
Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Emma Goldman: Political
Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers)is the one of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Karen Partain:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets (20th Century Political Thinkers) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Emma Goldman: Political Thinking in the Streets
(20th Century Political Thinkers) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at



this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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