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This book examines violencein its social setting, and especially as an essential
element in the heroic system of exchange (sometimes called the Economy of
Honour). It situates Beowulf in a northern European culture where violence was
not stigmatized as evidence of a breakdown in social order but rather was seen as
areasonable way to get things done; where kings and their retainers saw
themselves above al as warriors whose chief occupation was the pursuit of
honour; and where most successful kings were those perceived as most
predatory. Though kings and their subjects yearned for peace, the political and
religious institutions of the time did little to restrain their violent impul ses.
Drawing on works from Britain, Scandinavia, and Ireland, which show how the
practice of violence was governed by rules and customs which were observed,
with variations, over awide area, this book makes use of historicist and
anthropol ogical approaches to its subject. It takes a neutral attitude towards the
phenomena it examines, but at the same time describes them fortnightly,
avoiding euphemism and excuse-making on the one hand and condemnation on
the other. In thisit attempts to avoid the errors of critics who have sometimes
been led astray by modern assumptions about the morality of violence. Peter S.
Baker is Professor of English at the University of Virginia.
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This book examines violence in its social setting, and especially as an essential element in the heroic system
of exchange (sometimes called the Economy of Honour). It situates Beowulf in a northern European culture
where violence was not stigmatized as evidence of abreakdown in social order but rather was seen as a
reasonable way to get things done; where kings and their retainers saw themselves above all aswarriors
whose chief occupation was the pursuit of honour; and where most successful kings were those perceived as
most predatory. Though kings and their subjects yearned for peace, the political and religious institutions of
thetime did little to restrain their violent impulses. Drawing on works from Britain, Scandinavia, and
Ireland, which show how the practice of violence was governed by rules and customs which were observed,
with variations, over awide area, this book makes use of historicist and anthropological approachesto its
subject. It takes a neutral attitude towards the phenomena it examines, but at the same time describes them
fortnightly, avoiding euphemism and excuse-making on the one hand and condemnation on the other. In this
it attemptsto avoid the errors of critics who have sometimes been led astray by modern assumptions about
the morality of violence. Peter S. Baker is Professor of English at the University of Virginia.
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Editorial Review

Review

Learned and provocative. REVIEW OF ENGLISH STUDIES The best treatment of military and social
conflict in Beowulf, which, with its powerful originality and wide horizons, will form a new and welcome
landmark in Beowulf studies. SPECULUM

About the Author
Peter S. Baker is Professor of English at the University of Virginia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Leroy Torres:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Honour, Exchange and
Violence in Beowulf (Anglo-Saxon Studies) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gary Tawney:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
s0. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading abook will give you alot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Honour, Exchange and Violence in Beowulf (Anglo-Saxon Studies), you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Stephen Beatty:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Honour, Exchange and Violence in Beowulf
(Anglo-Saxon Studies). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Amber Tyson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled
update of news. In this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media socia like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Honour, Exchange and Violence in Beowulf (Anglo-Saxon Studies) when you desired it?
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