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Willard Motley's 1947 best seller shocked the nation with its harsh depiction of
the dark underbelly of the American dream. Knock on Any Door dramatizes
young immigrant Nick Romano's struggle to survive when his father's business
folds, leaving his family with no choice but to move to a poor neighborhood
across town. A series of petty crimes land the former Catholic altar boy in reform
school, where forceful "rehabilitation" only creates a hardened and resistant spirit
among the inmates. Once released, Nick returns to Chicago, where family
conflicts and a brief, tragic marriage spiral him further downward, culminating in
his arrest for the murder of a police officer. The whole city watches the thrilling
legal battle unfold as Nick takes the stand to fight for his life.

Motley researched his novel on the streets of his native Chicago, talking to
immigrants about their experiences and visiting juveniles in Illinois's youth
detention centers. In Knock on Any Door, Motley creates a painfully vivid picture
of poverty, the struggle for ethnic identity, and the flaws of the penal system in
urban America.
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Willard Motley's 1947 best seller shocked the nation with its harsh depiction of the dark underbelly of the
American dream. Knock on Any Door dramatizes young immigrant Nick Romano's struggle to survive when
his father's business folds, leaving his family with no choice but to move to a poor neighborhood across
town. A series of petty crimes land the former Catholic altar boy in reform school, where forceful
"rehabilitation" only creates a hardened and resistant spirit among the inmates. Once released, Nick returns
to Chicago, where family conflicts and a brief, tragic marriage spiral him further downward, culminating in
his arrest for the murder of a police officer. The whole city watches the thrilling legal battle unfold as Nick
takes the stand to fight for his life.

Motley researched his novel on the streets of his native Chicago, talking to immigrants about their
experiences and visiting juveniles in Illinois's youth detention centers. In Knock on Any Door, Motley creates
a painfully vivid picture of poverty, the struggle for ethnic identity, and the flaws of the penal system in
urban America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Motley wrote of [Chicago] and its people with brutal honesty and with exquisite sympathy. There are
sections of Knock on Any Door that might move you to tears and other parts that will move you to
anger."—Bill Granger, Chicago Tribune Magazine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

This book untitled Knock on Any Door to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for you to past this reserve from your list.

Juan Reynolds:

Exactly why? Because this Knock on Any Door is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Gavin Wilkins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Knock on Any Door was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.



John Davis:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Knock on Any Door to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It
is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Knock on
Any Door can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
that time.
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