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In On Nature and Language Noam Chomsky develops his thinking on the
relation between language, mind, and brain, integrating current research in
linguistics into the burgeoning field of neuroscience. Following a lucid
introduction is a penetrating interview with Chomsky, in which he provides the
clearest and most elegant introduction to current theory available. It makes his
Minimalist Program accessible to all. The volume concludes with an essay on the
role of intellectuals in society and government. A significant landmark in the
development of linguistic theory, On Nature and Language will be welcomed by
students and researchers in theoretical linguistics, neurolinguistics, cognitive
science and politics, as well as anyone interested in the development of
Chomsky's thought. Noam Chomsky is Professor of Linguistics at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Chomsky has written and lectured
extensively on philosophy, intellectual history, and international affairs. His
works include The Architecture of Language, Aspects of the Theory of Syntax;
Cartesian Linguistics; Language and Mind; American Power and the New
Mandarins; At War with Asia; For Reasons of State; Peace in the Middle East?
Reflections on Language; Rules and Representations; The Culture of Terrorism;
Rethinking Camelot; JFKm the Vietnam War and US Political Culture; World
Orders, Old and New and The Common Good.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Including transcripts of three lectures and an interview, this work presents results from noted linguist
Chomsky's November 1999 visit to the University of Siena's Certosa di Pontignano, a secluded research
center. The varied collection of essays offers a unique introduction to the minimalist approach to linguistics,
which views language as optimally enabling the brain to express thought. Adriana Belletti and Luigi Rizzi,
two University of Siena linguistics professors, contribute a lengthy introductory essay highlighting progress
in linguistic research (Chapter 1) as well as a transcript of their interview with Chomsky (Chapter 4). Both in
the interview and the lectures reproduced in Chapters 2 and 3, Chomsky explains how the minimalist
approach fits with other scientific research. In Chapter 5, he discusses political topics. Among Chomsky's
other publications exploring minimalism, New Horizons in the Study of Language and the Mind is the most
similar to this work. While comparable in length, New Horizons offers seven essays that provide more depth
than the Italian lectures or interview. Recommended for academic libraries that support linguistics programs.
Marianne Orme, Des Plaines P.L., IL
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"...important...fascinating..." Geolinguistics

"Chomsky's writing is more powerful than Orwell's, and his documentation more compelling and up-to-date.
This book is important for those interested in Chomsky's linguistic and political writings and, especially, the
link between them. Graduate students, researchers, and faculty." Choice

"...an interesting read for those who like to keep up to date on the current positions of one of today's most
important public intellectuals." Metapsychology

About the Author
Noam Chomsky is Institute Professor at the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. Professor Chomsky has written and lectured extensively on a wide range of topics,
including linguistics, philosophy, and intellectual history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Palmer:

The book On Nature and Language gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book On Nature and Language to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book On Nature and
Language. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this book?



Janice Delarosa:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled On
Nature and Language your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The On Nature and
Language giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Victor Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be On Nature and Language why because the great cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brandon Francis:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book On Nature and Language we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with this book On Nature and Language. You can more inviting than now.
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