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Some may call it the first manifesto of the twenty-first century, for it lays down a
new way to think about architecture. Others may think of it as the last
architectural treatise, for it provides a discursive container for ideas that would
otherwise be lost. Whatever genre it belongs to, SITELESS is a new kind of
architecture book that seems to have come out of nowhere. Its author, a young
French architect practicing in Tokyo, admits he "didn't do this out of reverence
toward architecture, but rather out of a profound boredom with the discipline, as
a sort of compulsive reaction." What would happen if architects liberated their
minds from the constraints of site, program, and budget? he asks. The result is a
book that is saturated with forms, and as free of words as any architecture book
the MIT Press has ever published.

The 1001 building forms in SITELESS include structural parasites, chain link
towers, ball bearing floors, corrugated corners, exponential balconies, radial
facades, crawling frames, forensic housing -- and other architectural ideas that
may require construction techniques not yet developed and a relation to gravity
not yet achieved. SITELESS presents an open-ended compendium of visual ideas
for the architectural imagination to draw from. The forms, drawn freehand (to
avoid software-specific shapes) but from a constant viewing angle, are presented
twelve to a page, with no scale, order, or end to the series. After setting down
1001 forms in siteless conditions and embryonic stages, Blanciak takes one of the
forms and performs a "scale test," showing what happens when one of these
fantastic ideas is subjected to the actual constraints of a site in central Tokyo. The
book ends by illustrating the potential of these shapes to morph into actual
building proportions.
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Some may call it the first manifesto of the twenty-first century, for it lays down a new way to think about
architecture. Others may think of it as the last architectural treatise, for it provides a discursive container for
ideas that would otherwise be lost. Whatever genre it belongs to, SITELESS is a new kind of architecture
book that seems to have come out of nowhere. Its author, a young French architect practicing in Tokyo,
admits he "didn't do this out of reverence toward architecture, but rather out of a profound boredom with the
discipline, as a sort of compulsive reaction." What would happen if architects liberated their minds from the
constraints of site, program, and budget? he asks. The result is a book that is saturated with forms, and as
free of words as any architecture book the MIT Press has ever published.

The 1001 building forms in SITELESS include structural parasites, chain link towers, ball bearing floors,
corrugated corners, exponential balconies, radial facades, crawling frames, forensic housing -- and other
architectural ideas that may require construction techniques not yet developed and a relation to gravity not
yet achieved. SITELESS presents an open-ended compendium of visual ideas for the architectural
imagination to draw from. The forms, drawn freehand (to avoid software-specific shapes) but from a
constant viewing angle, are presented twelve to a page, with no scale, order, or end to the series. After setting
down 1001 forms in siteless conditions and embryonic stages, Blanciak takes one of the forms and performs
a "scale test," showing what happens when one of these fantastic ideas is subjected to the actual constraints
of a site in central Tokyo. The book ends by illustrating the potential of these shapes to morph into actual
building proportions.
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Editorial Review

Review

Imagine Learning from Las Vegas as illustrated by Chris Ware, and you'll get a sense of François Blanciak's
marvelously inventive new book.

(Metropolis)

In Siteless: 1001 Building Forms, French architect François Blanciak surrenders the usual anchors of
function and site for an exercise in pure form. His astoundingly imaginative 1,001 designs could challenge
architects and engineers for decades.

(Santa Fe New Mexican)

About the Author

François Blanciak is an architect and Research Fellow at the University of Tokyo. He has worked for
architectural firms in Los Angeles, Copenhagen, Hong Kong, and New York, with such architects as Frank
Gehry and Peter Eisenman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

The event that you get from Siteless: 1001 Building Forms may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to comprehend but Siteless: 1001 Building Forms giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Siteless: 1001 Building Forms instantly.

Freddie Straughter:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Siteless: 1001
Building Forms suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Siteless: 1001 Building Formsis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Christopher Pipkin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Siteless: 1001 Building Forms book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Siteless: 1001 Building Forms as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Theresa Tompkins:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Siteless: 1001 Building Forms can be
the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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