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How much do we owe the people we love? Is it a sign of strength or weakness to
walk away from someone in need? These questions lie at the heart of Ann
Packer’s intimate and emotionally thrilling new novel, which has won its author
comparisons with Jane Hamilton and Sue Miller.

At the age of twenty-three Carrie Bell has spent her entire life in Wisconsin, with
the same best friend and the same dependable, easygoing, high school
sweetheart. Now to her dismay she has begun to find this life suffocating and is
considering leaving it–and Mike–behind. But when Mike is paralyzed in a diving
accident, leaving seems unforgivable and yet more necessary than ever. The
Dive from Clausen’s Pier animates this dilemma–and Carrie’s startling response
to it–with the narrative assurance, exacting realism, and moral complexity we
expect from the very best fiction.
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How much do we owe the people we love? Is it a sign of strength or weakness to walk away from someone
in need? These questions lie at the heart of Ann Packer’s intimate and emotionally thrilling new novel, which
has won its author comparisons with Jane Hamilton and Sue Miller.

At the age of twenty-three Carrie Bell has spent her entire life in Wisconsin, with the same best friend and
the same dependable, easygoing, high school sweetheart. Now to her dismay she has begun to find this life
suffocating and is considering leaving it–and Mike–behind. But when Mike is paralyzed in a diving accident,
leaving seems unforgivable and yet more necessary than ever. The Dive from Clausen’s Pier animates this
dilemma–and Carrie’s startling response to it–with the narrative assurance, exacting realism, and moral
complexity we expect from the very best fiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Carrie Bell is the worst person in the world. Or so she would have you think. In the gripping, carefully paced
debut novel of personal epiphany, The Dive from Clausen's Pier, by O. Henry Award winner Ann Packer,
Carrie's very survival is dependent upon her leaving her fiancé, even after he dives into shallow water at a
Memorial Day picnic and becomes paralyzed. Things hadn't been going so well for the Madison, Wisconsin,
high school and college sweethearts. Carrie knew, deep down, that she wasn't going to become Mrs. Michael
Mayer. But expectations and pressure from all sides--his family, her mother, her best friend Jamie, Mike's
best friend Rooster--force Carrie to shut herself up in her room and sew outfits of her own design as if in a
trance. Then one night she slips out of the only universe she's ever known. Many hours later she finds herself
on the doorstep of a high school classmate living in Manhattan. Carrie's adventures in the city--quirky
roommates and a new romance with an older, emotionally impenetrable man--confuse her in her quest both
to forgive herself and to embark on a career in fashion design. Packer writes in a convincing voice and packs
a lot into this novel; she infuses Carrie with enough humanity and smarts to choose her own version of
"happily ever after." --Emily Russin

From Publishers Weekly
Packer's engrossing debut novel begins without ostentation. On Memorial Day, Carrie Bell and her fiance,
Mike Mayer, drive out to Clausen's Pier for their annual ritual, a picnic with their friends, a trip they make
the way a middle-aged couple might, in grudging silence. Before their resentments can be aired, Mike dives
into too shallow water, suffering injuries that change their lives. If Mike survives, he will survive as a
quadriplegic, and Carrie faces unexpected responsibilities. Ultimately, Carrie does what is both
understandable and unthinkable. She leaves her hometown of Madison, Wis., and shows up on the doorstep
of a friend in New York City. There she discovers a different world, different friends and a different self.
The hovering question--what will Carrie do? Abandon Mike or return to him?--generates genuine suspense.
Packer portrays her characters--both New Yorkers and Madisonites--deftly, and her scenes unfold with
uncommon clarity. But if Packer has a keen eye, she has an even keener ear. The dialogue is usually witty;
more important, it is always surprising, as if the characters were actually thinking--one of the reasons they
become as familiar to the reader as childhood friends. The recipient of several awards, Packer is also the
author of Mendocino and Other Stories. Clearly, she has honed her skills writing short fiction. What is
unexpected is the assurance she brings to a larger canvas. In quiet but beautiful prose, Packer tells a complex
and subtly constructed story of friendship, love and the hold the past has on the present. This is the sort of
book one reads dying to know what happens to the characters, but loves for its wisdom: it sees the world
with more clarity than you do.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Carrie Bell, 23, is engaged to her boyfriend of eight and a half years and will likely live
and die in the same town where she grew up and attended college. Lately, the prospect of such a life has left
her feeling unsatisfied and yearning for something different. On Memorial Day, a picnic get-together with
friends turns into a tragedy when Mike, her fianc , dives off Clausen's Pier. Partially paralyzed in both arms
and with total paralysis below the waist, he is changed forever. Carrie is then left to decide whether to stay
and become the supportive, loving wife everyone expects her to be or leave to pursue a life separate from
him. Throughout the novel, she battles the central question of responsibility, what she owes Mike and what
she owes herself. Unfortunately, there is no easy answer. This story places readers in Carrie Bell's shoes, and



will leave them pondering "what if" questions in their own lives. Teens are sure to connect with the
protagonist's feelings of unrest and general indecision about her future. This fast-paced, character-driven
story will keep them hooked through to the last page.
Julie Dasso, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

The book The Dive From Clausen's Pier (Vintage Contemporaries) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Dive From Clausen's Pier (Vintage Contemporaries)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Dive From Clausen's Pier (Vintage Contemporaries) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Leo Osborne:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular The Dive From Clausen's
Pier (Vintage Contemporaries) to read.

Beverly Ingram:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Dive From
Clausen's Pier (Vintage Contemporaries) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joyce Washington:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking



seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Dive From Clausen's Pier (Vintage Contemporaries) as
the daily resource information.
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