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Gustav Peebles takes an anthropological look at two seemingly separate
developments in Europe at the turn of the millennium: the rollout of the euro and
the building of new transnational regions such as the Oresund Region, envisioned
as a melding of Copenhagen, Denmark, with Malmö, Sweden. Peebles argues
that the drive to create such transnational spaces is inseparable from the drive to
create a pan-national currency. He studies the practices and rhetoric surrounding
the national currencies of Denmark and Sweden, the euro, and several new "local
currencies" struggling to come into being. The Euro and Its Rivals provides a
deep historical study of the welfare state and the monetary policies and utopian
visions that helped to ground it, at the same time shedding new light on the
contemporary movement of goods, people, credit, and debt.
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Editorial Review

Review

[This book]... is an ethnographic study arguing that a bridge connecting Malmö, Sweden, and Copenhagen,
Denmark, has similar cultural effects as a common European currency. Peebles (anthropology, The New
School), who lived in Malmö during the construction of the Øresund Bridge, is primarily concerned with
boundaries of inclusion and exclusion. He simplifies the world by defining several visions of the ideal, or
what he calls utopian visions, and argues that proponents of the bridge had similar utopian visions as those
who favored the euro. Both wanted to alter people's sense of identity from being part of a nation to being part
of a transnational group. He draws similar parallels between those who opposed the bridge and those who
advocated local currency rings, which he treats with more respect than most economists would give them.
Along the way he ties in attitudes toward debt and bankruptcy, vagrancy, and immigration. Issues central to
Peebles's discussion are ignored by economists, while issues that interest economists are not addressed in this
work. Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduate through faculty and research collections.
-- ChoiceR. E. Schenk, emeritus, Saint Joseph's College (IN)

"A highly original and creative contribution to literature on the anthropology of Europe.... A sophisticated
account and a considerable achievement." ?Eve Darian-Smith, author of Bridging Divides: The Channel
Tunnel and English Legal Identity in the New Europe

"Peebles adopts an anthropological approach to the question of how the roll-out of the euro has influenced
the emergence of transnational regions in Europe, such as the Oresund region encompassing Copenhagen,
Denmark, and Malmo, Sweden." ?Survival

"A fascinating and nicely documented account of the creation of, and resistances to, a transnational social
formation in one of the so-called 'Regions' of the new Europe." ?Bill Maurer, author of Mutual Life, Limited:
Islamic Banking, Alternative Currencies, Lateral Reason

About the Author

Gustav Peebles is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Chair of Social Sciences in the Bachelor’s
Program at The New School in New York City. His work has appeared in Harper’s Magazine and other
publications.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elisabeth McBee:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Euro and Its Rivals: Currency and the Construction of a Transnational
City (New Anthropologies of Europe) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with The Euro and Its Rivals:
Currency and the Construction of a Transnational City (New Anthropologies of Europe) content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Euro and Its Rivals: Currency and
the Construction of a Transnational City (New Anthropologies of Europe) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Bruce Parisien:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Euro and Its
Rivals: Currency and the Construction of a Transnational City (New Anthropologies of Europe) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Arthur Reaves:

Beside this kind of The Euro and Its Rivals: Currency and the Construction of a Transnational City (New
Anthropologies of Europe) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Euro and Its Rivals:
Currency and the Construction of a Transnational City (New Anthropologies of Europe) because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from right now!

Mary Hubbard:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't



see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Euro and Its Rivals: Currency and the Construction of a
Transnational City (New Anthropologies of Europe) can make you experience more interested to read.
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