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This new edition of John Horgan's critically acclaimed book is fully revised and
expanded.

The book presents a critical analysis of our existing knowledge and
understanding of terrorist psychology. Despite the on-going search for a terrorist
pathology, the most insightful and evidence-based research to date not only
illustrates the lack of any identifiable psychopathology in terrorists, but
demonstrates how frighteningly 'normal' and unremarkable in psychological
terms are those who engage in terrorist activity. By producing a clearer map of
the processes that impinge upon the individual terrorist, a different type of
terrorist psychology emerges, one which has clearer implications for efforts at
countering and disrupting violent extremism in today's world.

In this 2nd edition, Horgan further develops his approach to the arc of terrorism
by delving deeper into his IED model of Involvement, Engagement and
Disengagement – the three phases of terrorism experienced by every single
terrorist. Drawing on new and exciting research from the past decade, with new
details from interviews with terrorists ranging from al-Qaeda to left-wing
revolutionaries, biographies and autobiographies of former terrorists, and insights
from historic and contemporary terrorist attacks since 2005, Horgan presents a
fully revised and expanded edition of his signature text.

This new edition of The Psychology of Terrorism will be essential reading for
students of terrorism and political violence, and counterterrorism studies, and
recommended for forensic psychology, criminology, international security and IR
in general.
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This new edition of John Horgan's critically acclaimed book is fully revised and expanded.

The book presents a critical analysis of our existing knowledge and understanding of terrorist psychology.
Despite the on-going search for a terrorist pathology, the most insightful and evidence-based research to date
not only illustrates the lack of any identifiable psychopathology in terrorists, but demonstrates how
frighteningly 'normal' and unremarkable in psychological terms are those who engage in terrorist activity. By
producing a clearer map of the processes that impinge upon the individual terrorist, a different type of
terrorist psychology emerges, one which has clearer implications for efforts at countering and disrupting
violent extremism in today's world.

In this 2nd edition, Horgan further develops his approach to the arc of terrorism by delving deeper into his
IED model of Involvement, Engagement and Disengagement – the three phases of terrorism experienced by
every single terrorist. Drawing on new and exciting research from the past decade, with new details from
interviews with terrorists ranging from al-Qaeda to left-wing revolutionaries, biographies and
autobiographies of former terrorists, and insights from historic and contemporary terrorist attacks since 2005,
Horgan presents a fully revised and expanded edition of his signature text.

This new edition of The Psychology of Terrorism will be essential reading for students of terrorism and
political violence, and counterterrorism studies, and recommended for forensic psychology, criminology,
international security and IR in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Horgan reminds us that although there is no pathology that explains all terrorists or their crimes,
nonetheless, individual choice matters. This book provides an important contribution to our
understanding of the political psychology of terrorism. Essential reading for both students and
terrorism professionals, from one of world’s best informed and wisest analysts of terror.’
-- Jessica Stern, Harvard University, USA 

'This is an important revision to a book already well established as a leader in the area. The new
material brings it up to date, and extends the analysis, increasing its relevance. The role of psychology
in understanding terrorism has become much more important, and this book contributes to that
improved understanding.'-- Max Taylor, University of St Andrews, UK

'One of the best applications of psychology to explain the drivers that motivate individuals to become
terrorists, function as terrorists, and, in ideal cases, disengage from terrorism.'-- Joshua Sinai,
‘Terrorism Bookshelf: Top 150 Books on Terrorism and Counterterrorism’, Perspectives on Terrorism

"The bottom line: no one knows how to do counterterrorism better because (a) the right research has
not been done and (b) even if unbiased scholars figured out what seems to work, practitioners disabled
by cognitive bias and personal agendas may not listen. Horgan admits that this might seem depressing,
but his candor is uplifting. It's high time to expose and overcome the structural, political, and
psychological underpinnings of our continued homeland insecurity. Ultimately, the conclusion of this
excellent book is a dignified call for new thinking on terrorism and how to counter it with increasing
sophistication and success."

Dr. Jeff Victoroff is Associate Professor of Clinical Neurology and Psychiatry, University of Southern
California.

About the Author

John Horgan is Professor of Security Studies and Director of the Center for Terrorism and Security Studies
at the University of Massachusetts, Lowell, USA. He is co-editor of The Future of Terrorism (Cass 2000,
with Max Taylor) and the Terrorism Studies Reader (Routledge 2011, with Kurt Braddock), and author of
The Psychology of Terrorism (Routledge 2005), Walking Away from Terrorism (Routledge 2009) and, most
recently, Divided We Stand: The Strategy and Psychology of Ireland’s Dissident Terrorists (2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Luisa Johnson:

This The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence) without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Psychology of Terrorism (Political
Violence) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence)
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Miller:

This The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence)
can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hilda Szymanski:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Psychology of Terrorism (Political
Violence). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Karen Perl:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Psychology of Terrorism (Political Violence) can make you feel more interested to read.
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