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Elicitation is the process of extracting expert knowledge about some unknown
quantity or quantities, and formulating that information as a probability
distribution. Elicitation is important in situations, such as modelling the safety of
nuclear installations or assessing the risk of terrorist attacks, where expert
knowledge is essentially the only source of good information. It also plays a
major role in other contexts by augmenting scarce observational data, through the
use of Bayesian statistical methods. However, elicitation is not a simple task, and
practitioners need to be aware of a wide range of research findings in order to
elicit expert judgements accurately and reliably. Uncertain Judgements
introduces the area, before guiding the reader through the study of appropriate
elicitation methods, illustrated by a variety of multi-disciplinary examples.

This is achieved by:

Presenting a methodological framework for the elicitation of expert knowledge●

incorporating findings from both statistical and psychological research.
Detailing techniques for the elicitation of a wide range of standard●

distributions, appropriate to the most common types of quantities.
Providing a comprehensive review of the available literature and pointing to the●

best practice methods and future research needs.
Using examples from many disciplines, including statistics, psychology,●

engineering and health sciences.
Including an extensive glossary of statistical and psychological terms.●

An ideal source and guide for statisticians and psychologists with interests in
expert judgement or practical applications of Bayesian analysis, Uncertain
Judgements will also benefit decision-makers, risk analysts, engineers and
researchers in the medical and social sciences.
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scarce observational data, through the use of Bayesian statistical methods. However, elicitation is not a
simple task, and practitioners need to be aware of a wide range of research findings in order to elicit expert
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engineers and researchers in the medical and social sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book, written by a group of expert statisticians and psychologists, provides an introduction to the
subject and a detailed overview of the existing literature. The book guides the reader through the design of an
elicitation method and details examples from a cross section of literature in the statistics, psychology,
engineering and health sciences disciplines.”  (Zentralblatt Math, 1 August 2013)

"This is an interesting, well-written book that will be valuable to any decision maker who much rely on
expert judgments, any statistician who uses Bayesian statistics, and any researcher who wishes to understand
the field of elicitation." (Journal of the American Statistical Association, March 2009)

"This book provides an excellent introduction and working reference to the subject of its title and should be
an invaluable aid to producers and consumers of expert opinion." (Biometrics, September 2008)

"I recommend 'Uncertain Judgements' as an excellent source for a wide variety of research." (Psychometrika,
March 2008)

“…will be of interest to those who are concerned with or interested primarily in the practicalities of
modeling expert judgement and opinion.” (International Journal of Marketing, January 2007)

From the Back Cover
Elicitation is the process of extracting expert knowledge about some unknown quantity or quantities, and
formulating that information as a probability distribution.  Elicitation is important in situations, such as
modelling the safety of nuclear installations or assessing the risk of terrorist attacks, where expert knowledge
is essentially the only source of good information.  It also plays a major role in other contexts by augmenting
scarce observational data, through the use of Bayesian statistical methods. However, elicitation is not a
simple task, and practitioners need to be aware of a wide range of research findings in order to elicit expert
judgements accurately and reliably. Uncertain Judgements introduces the area, before guiding the reader
through the study of appropriate elicitation methods, illustrated by a variety of multi-disciplinary examples.

This is achieved by:

Presenting a methodological framework for the elicitation of expert knowledge incorporating findings from●

both statistical and psychological research.
Detailing techniques for the elicitation of a wide range of standard distributions, appropriate to the most●

common types of quantities.
Providing a comprehensive review of the available literature and pointing to the best practice methods and●

future research needs.
Using examples from many disciplines, including statistics, psychology, engineering and health sciences.●

Including an extensive glossary of statistical and psychological terms.●

An ideal source and guide for statisticians and psychologists with interests in expert judgement or practical
applications of Bayesian analysis, Uncertain Judgements will also benefit decision-makers, risk analysts,



engineers and researchers in the medical and social sciences.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Uncertain
Judgements: Eliciting Experts' Probabilities suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Uncertain Judgements: Eliciting Experts' Probabilitiesis one of several
books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Marie Clayton:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Uncertain Judgements: Eliciting Experts' Probabilities this guide consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he



makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Barbra Poole:

You may get this Uncertain Judgements: Eliciting Experts' Probabilities by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Kevin Lewis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Uncertain Judgements: Eliciting Experts' Probabilities was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Uncertain Judgements: Eliciting Experts'
Probabilities has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading this.
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