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The spellbinding and revealing chronicle of Nazi-occupied Paris

On June 14, 1940, German tanks entered a silent and nearly deserted Paris. Eight
days later, France accepted a humiliating defeat and foreign occupation.
Subseguently, an eerie sense of normalcy settled over the City of Light. Many
Parisians keenly adapted themselves to the situation-even allied themselves with
their Nazi overlords. At the same time, amidst this darkening gloom of German
ruthlessness, deportations, shortages, and curfews, a resistance arose. Parisians of
all stripes---Jews, immigrants, adolescents, communists, rightists, cultural icons
such as Colette, de Beauvoir, Camus, and Sartre, as well as police officers,
teachers, students, and store owners---rallied around alittle-known French
military officer, Charles de Gaulle.

WHEN PARISWENT DARK evokes with stunning precision the detail of daily
lifein acity under occupation, and the brave people who fought against the
darkness. Relying on arange of resources---memoirs, diaries, letters, archives,
interviews, personal histories, flyers and posters, fiction, photographs, film and
historical studies---Rosbottom has forged a groundbreaking book that will
forever influence how we understand those dark years in the City of Light.
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The spellbinding and revealing chronicle of Nazi-occupied Paris

On June 14, 1940, German tanks entered a silent and nearly deserted Paris. Eight days later, France accepted
ahumiliating defeat and foreign occupation. Subsequently, an eerie sense of normalcy settled over the City
of Light. Many Parisians keenly adapted themselves to the situation-even alied themselves with their Nazi
overlords. At the same time, amidst this darkening gloom of German ruthlessness, deportations, shortages,
and curfews, aresistance arose. Parisians of all stripes---Jews, immigrants, adolescents, communists,
rightists, cultural icons such as Colette, de Beauvoir, Camus, and Sartre, as well as police officers, teachers,
students, and store owners---rallied around a little-known French military officer, Charles de Gaulle.

WHEN PARISWENT DARK evokes with stunning precision the detail of daily lifein acity under
occupation, and the brave people who fought against the darkness. Relying on arange of resources---
memoirs, diaries, letters, archives, interviews, personal histories, flyers and posters, fiction, photographs,
film and historical studies---Roshbottom has forged a groundbreaking book that will forever influence how we
understand those dark years in the City of Light.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A riveting account of one of the most resonant hostage-takings in history: the 1,500 days when a swastika
flew from the Eiffel Tower. Ronald Rosbottom illuminates every corner of a darkened, heartsick city,
exploring the oddities, capturing the grisly humor, and weighing the prices of resistance, accommodation,
collaboration. Theresult is an intimate, sweeping narrative, astute in itsinsight and chilling in itsrich
detail ."?Stacy Schiff, author of Cleopatra, A Great | mprovisation, and Véra

"When Paris Went Dark recounts, through countless compelling stories, how Nazi occupation drained the
light from Paris and how many of its residents resisted in ways large and small. Thisisarich work of
history, a brilliant recounting of how hope can still flourish in the rituals of daily life."?Scott Turow, author
of Identical

"Ronald Rosbottom has recreated the Parisian world during the dark days of the German occupation like no
previous writer | know. His secret is two-fold: first, exhaustive research that allows him to recover what we
might call the importance of the ordinary; and second, a shrewd grasp of how memory works, often in
strange ways."2Joseph J. Ellis, Ford Foundation Professor Emeritus at Mount Holyoke College, author of
Founding Brothers, American Sphinx, and Revolutionary Summer

"Rosbottom explains the interactions of the French and their occupiersin away that illuminates their
separate miseries. He makes us see that we can never judge those who lived during the occupation just
because we know the outcome....The author attentively includes German and French letters and journal s that
explain the loneliness, desperation, and the very French way of getting by....A profound historical portrait of
Paris for anyone who loves the city." ?-Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Ronald C. Rosbottom isthe Winifred L. Arms Professor in the Arts and Humanities and Professor of
French and European Studies at Amherst College. Previously, he was the Dean of the Faculty at Amherst,
Chair of the Romance Languages Department at The Ohio State University, and taught at the University of
Pennsylvania. He livesin Amherst, Massachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gabriel Reyes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under German
Occupation, 1940-1944. Try to stumble through book When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under
German Occupation, 1940-1944 as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone
and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Y eah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.



Thomas Dacosta:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under German Occupation,
1940-1944 book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer associated with When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under German Occupation,
1940-1944 content conveys thinking easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So, do you nonethel ess thinking When Paris
Went Dark: The City of Light Under German Occupation, 1940-1944 is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Christopher Palmer:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent al day every day to reading a e-book. The book When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under
German Occupation, 1940-1944 it is very good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Tammy Dorris:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under German Occupation, 1940-1944 your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The When Paris Went Dark: The City of Light Under
German Occupation, 1940-1944 giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful datafor your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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