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This is the true story of a wild dancing epidemic that brought death and fear to a
16th-century city, and the terrifying supernatural beliefs from which it arose. In
July 1518 a terrifying and mysterious plague struck the medieval city of
Strasbourg. Hundreds of men and women danced wildly, day after day, in the
punishing summer heat. They did not want to dance, but could not stop.
Throughout August and early September more and more were seized by the same
terrible compulsion. By the time the epidemic subsided, heat and exhaustion had
claimed an unfold number of lives, leaving thousands bewildered and bereaved,
and an enduring enigma for future generations. Drawing on fresh evidence, John
Waller's account of the bizarre events of 1518 explains why Strasbourg's dancing
plague took place. In doing so it leads us into a largely vanished world, evoking
the sights, sounds, aromas, diseases and hardships, the fervent supernaturalism,
and the desperate hedonism of the late medieval world. At the same time, the
extraordinary story this book tells offers rich insights into how people behave
when driven beyond the limits of endurance. Above all, this is an exploration into
the strangest capabilities of the human mind and the extremes to which fear and
irrationality can lead us.
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This is the true story of a wild dancing epidemic that brought death and fear to a 16th-century city, and the
terrifying supernatural beliefs from which it arose. In July 1518 a terrifying and mysterious plague struck the
medieval city of Strasbourg. Hundreds of men and women danced wildly, day after day, in the punishing
summer heat. They did not want to dance, but could not stop. Throughout August and early September more
and more were seized by the same terrible compulsion. By the time the epidemic subsided, heat and
exhaustion had claimed an unfold number of lives, leaving thousands bewildered and bereaved, and an
enduring enigma for future generations. Drawing on fresh evidence, John Waller's account of the bizarre
events of 1518 explains why Strasbourg's dancing plague took place. In doing so it leads us into a largely
vanished world, evoking the sights, sounds, aromas, diseases and hardships, the fervent supernaturalism, and
the desperate hedonism of the late medieval world. At the same time, the extraordinary story this book tells
offers rich insights into how people behave when driven beyond the limits of endurance. Above all, this is an
exploration into the strangest capabilities of the human mind and the extremes to which fear and irrationality
can lead us.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

The book A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing
Plague of 1518? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A
Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Glover:

This A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The
Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The
Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 can bring when you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This A
Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amy Mueller:

The reason why? Because this A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The Extraordinary Story of the Dancing
Plague of 1518 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



David Gehrke:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The
Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication A Time to Dance, a Time to Die The
Extraordinary Story of the Dancing Plague of 1518 can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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