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This path-breaking history of the African working class in Lourenco Marques
proceeds from the assumption that Mozambican labor history was less about
skills, wages, or productivity than it was about racism, human dignity, and
contested masculinity. African attempts to improve their lives through hard work
were frustrated time and again by white employers determined to keep them in
their place. Brutal forced-labor policies made it difficult for rural Africans to
survive despite their continued access to agricultural land and family labor. Thus
the majority of African men living in southern Mozambique spent their adult
lives in wage labor, whether they worked in the South African mines or took
low-paying jobs in and around the port city of Lourenco Marques. This lively and
balanced analysis brings the voices of African workers to the foreground. By
detailing the individual experiences of gang laborers, stevedores, domestic
servants, and petty clerks, the author focuses our attention on the human
dimensions of colonial racism.
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This path-breaking history of the African working class in Lourenco Marques proceeds from the assumption
that Mozambican labor history was less about skills, wages, or productivity than it was about racism, human
dignity, and contested masculinity. African attempts to improve their lives through hard work were frustrated
time and again by white employers determined to keep them in their place. Brutal forced-labor policies made
it difficult for rural Africans to survive despite their continued access to agricultural land and family labor.
Thus the majority of African men living in southern Mozambique spent their adult lives in wage labor,
whether they worked in the South African mines or took low-paying jobs in and around the port city of
Lourenco Marques. This lively and balanced analysis brings the voices of African workers to the foreground.
By detailing the individual experiences of gang laborers, stevedores, domestic servants, and petty clerks, the
author focuses our attention on the human dimensions of colonial racism.
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Editorial Review

Review
?Jeanne Penvenne's book breaks away from the platitudes of colonial history writing and brilliantly seeks to
evoke the actual experience of Africans working in the Mozambican capital.... This study is an achievement
of the creative imagination as well as one of meticulous scholarship.?-International Journal of African
Historical Studies

About the Author
JEANNE MARIE PENVENNE is an assistant professor of history at Tufts University, having previously
taught at Boston University, Brandeis University, and the Universidade Eduardo Mondlane. She conducted
extensive oral and archival research in Maputo (formerly Lourenco Marques) and in Portugal, and has
published articles and working papers on Mozambican history. She is currently writing a social history of
African women in the capital city during the critical closing decades of the colonial era in Mozambique.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican
Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) can be excellent book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Silvia Smedley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this African Workers & Colonial Racism:
Mozambican Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question African Workers & Colonial Racism:
Mozambican Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by
its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Michele Brown:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican
Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies
& Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa).

Danny Padilla:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book African Workers & Colonial
Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962 (Social History of Africa) to
make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
African Workers & Colonial Racism: Mozambican Strategies & Struggles in Lourenco Marques, 1877-1962
(Social History of Africa) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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