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This book isafully updated and expanded new edition of An Introduction to
Continental Philosophy, first published in 1996. It provides a clear, concise and
readable introduction to philosophy in the continental tradition. It isawide-
ranging and reliable guide to the work of such major figures as Nietzsche,
Habermas, Heidegger, Arendt, Sartre, Foucault, Derrida and ZiZek. At the same
time, it situates their thought within a coherent overall account of the
development of continental philosophy since the Enlightenment.

Individual chapters consider the character of modernity, the Enlightenment and
its continental critics; the ideas of Marxism, the Frankfurt School and Habermas;
hermeneutics and phenomenology; existentialism; structuralism, post-
structuralism and postmodernism. In addition to the thinkers already mentioned,
thereis extended discussion of the ideas of Kant, Hegel, Dilthey, Husserl,
Gadamer, Kierkegaard, de Beauvoir and Lyotard. The new edition includes an
additional, full-length chapter on continental philosophy in the twenty-first
century focusing on Giorgio Agamben, Alain Badiou and Slavoj Zizek.

Continental Philosophy: An Introduction is an invaluable introductory text for
courses on continental philosophy as well as courses in the humanities and social
sciences dealing with major figures or influential approaches within that
tradition.
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This book isafully updated and expanded new edition of An Introduction to Continental Philosophy, first
published in 1996. It provides a clear, concise and readable introduction to philosophy in the continental
tradition. It isawide-ranging and reliable guide to the work of such magjor figures as Nietzsche, Habermas,
Heidegger, Arendt, Sartre, Foucault, Derridaand ZiZek. At the sametime, it situates their thought within a
coherent overall account of the development of continental philosophy since the Enlightenment.

Individual chapters consider the character of modernity, the Enlightenment and its continental critics; the
ideas of Marxism, the Frankfurt School and Habermas; hermeneutics and phenomenology; existentialism;
structuralism, post-structuralism and postmodernism. In addition to the thinkers already mentioned, thereis
extended discussion of the ideas of Kant, Hegel, Dilthey, Husserl, Gadamer, Kierkegaard, de Beauvoir and
Lyotard. The new edition includes an additional, full-length chapter on continental philosophy in the twenty-
first century focusing on Giorgio Agamben, Alain Badiou and Slavoj ZiZek.

Continental Philosophy: An Introduction is an invaluable introductory text for courses on continental
philosophy as well as coursesin the humanities and social sciences dealing with major figures or influential
approaches within that tradition.
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Editorial Review
Review

"West's ability as a story teller makes this athoroughly interesting read regardless of one's degree of
expertise in the subject. It isan exemplary introduction.”
Sociological Review

"Thoughtful, thoroughly researched, well written, Continental Philosophy invites students and scholars to
engage in arich and interesting tradition."
Teaching Philosophy

"This second edition does more than introduce continental philosophy; it makes it interesting and intriguing.”
Philip Pettit, Princeton University

"David West's interpretations of the major figures of continental philosophy are succinct and insightful. He
reads continental philosophy as a reaction to Enlightenment rationalism and as a potential foundation for
emancipatory politics. This edition includes a courageous critique of several important recent figures:
Agamben, 77ek and Badiou. West provides an illuminating and thorough introduction to the continental
tradition.”

William R. Schroeder, University of Illinois

From the Back Cover

This book is afully updated and expanded new edition of An Introduction to Continental Philosophy, first
published in 1996. It provides a clear, concise and readabl e introduction to philosophy in the continental
tradition. It is awide-ranging and reliable guide to the work of such major figures as Nietzsche, Habermas,
Heidegger, Arendt, Sartre, Foucault, Derridaand 7i7ek. At the sametime, it situates their thought within a
coherent overall account of the development of continental philosophy since the Enlightenment.

Individual chapters consider the character of modernity, the Enlightenment and its continental critics; the
ideas of Marxism, the Frankfurt School and Habermas; hermeneutics and phenomenology; existentialism;
structuralism, post-structuralism and postmodernism. In addition to the thinkers already mentioned, thereis
extended discussion of the ideas of Kant, Hegel, Dilthey, Husserl, Gadamer, Kierkegaard, de Beauvoir and
Lyotard. The new edition includes an additional, full-length chapter on continental philosophy in the twenty-
first century focusing on Giorgio Agamben, Alain Badiou and Slavoj 7 7ek.

Continental Philosophy: An Introduction is an invaluable introductory text for courses on continental
philosophy as well as courses in the humanities and social sciences dealing with major figures or influential
approaches within that tradition.

About the Author
David West is a Reader in Palitical Science and International Relations at the Australian National University

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Eric Langley:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Continental Philosophy: An Introduction? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Alfred Greenwdll:

The guide untitled Continental Philosophy: An Introduction is the book that recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could possibly get
the e-book of Continental Philosophy: An Introduction from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Defazio:

Continental Philosophy: An Introduction can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his’her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Continental
Philosophy: An Introduction yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucia imagining.

John Damm:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This particular book Continental Philosophy: An Introduction
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Continental Philosophy: An
Introduction has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading this.
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