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The 1977 Sorokin Award–winning story of Buffalo Creek in the aftermath of a
devastating flood.

On February 26, 1972, 132-million gallons of debris-filled muddy water burst
through a makeshift mining-company dam and roared through Buffalo Creek, a
narrow mountain hollow in West Virginia. Following the flood, survivors from a
previously tightly knit community were crowded into trailer homes with no
concern for former neighborhoods. The result was a collective trauma that lasted
longer than the individual traumas caused by the original disaster.

Making extensive use of the words of the people themselves, Erikson details the
conflicting tensions of mountain life in general—the tensions between
individualism and dependency, self-assertion and resignation, self-centeredness
and group orientation—and examines the loss of connection, disorientation,
declining morality, rise in crime, rise in out-migration, etc., that resulted from the
sudden loss of neighborhood.
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The 1977 Sorokin Award–winning story of Buffalo Creek in the aftermath of a devastating flood.

On February 26, 1972, 132-million gallons of debris-filled muddy water burst through a makeshift mining-
company dam and roared through Buffalo Creek, a narrow mountain hollow in West Virginia. Following the
flood, survivors from a previously tightly knit community were crowded into trailer homes with no concern
for former neighborhoods. The result was a collective trauma that lasted longer than the individual traumas
caused by the original disaster.

Making extensive use of the words of the people themselves, Erikson details the conflicting tensions of
mountain life in general—the tensions between individualism and dependency, self-assertion and
resignation, self-centeredness and group orientation—and examines the loss of connection, disorientation,
declining morality, rise in crime, rise in out-migration, etc., that resulted from the sudden loss of
neighborhood.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kai T. Erikson is an American sociologist known for specializing in the social consequences of catastophic
events. He is the author of Everything in its Path, Wayward Puritans, A New Species of Trouble, Catastrophe
in the Making, and American Indian Environments.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eddie Nelson:

The book Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community
in the Buffalo Creek Flood has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Vanmeter:

The e-book untitled Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Everything in Its Path: Destruction of
Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Beverly Sands:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.



Elizabeth Johannes:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood we can get more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Everything in Its
Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood. You can more inviting than now.
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