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A Hollywood biopic about the life of computer pioneer Grace Murray Hopper
(1906--1992) would go like this: a young professor abandons the ivy-covered
walls of academia to serve her country in the Navy after Pearl Harbor and finds
herself on the front lines of the computer revolution. She works hard to succeed
in the all-male computer industry, is almost brought down by personal problems
but survives them, and ends her career as a celebrated elder stateswoman of
computing, a heroine to thousands, hailed as the inventor of computer
programming. Throughout Hopper's later years, the popular media told this
simplified version of her life story. In Grace Hopper and the Invention of the
Information Age, Kurt Beyer reveals a more authentic Hopper, a vibrant and
complex woman whose career paralleled the meteoric trajectory of the postwar
computer industry. Both rebellious and collaborative, Hopper was influential in
male-dominated military and business organizations at a time when women were
encouraged to devote themselves to housework and childbearing. Hopper's
greatest technical achievement was to create the tools that would allow humans
to communicate with computers in terms other than ones and zeroes. This
advance influenced all future programming and software design and laid the
foundation for the development of user-friendly personal computers.
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this: a young professor abandons the ivy-covered walls of academia to serve her country in the Navy after
Pearl Harbor and finds herself on the front lines of the computer revolution. She works hard to succeed in the
all-male computer industry, is almost brought down by personal problems but survives them, and ends her
career as a celebrated elder stateswoman of computing, a heroine to thousands, hailed as the inventor of
computer programming. Throughout Hopper's later years, the popular media told this simplified version of
her life story. In Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age, Kurt Beyer reveals a more
authentic Hopper, a vibrant and complex woman whose career paralleled the meteoric trajectory of the
postwar computer industry. Both rebellious and collaborative, Hopper was influential in male-dominated
military and business organizations at a time when women were encouraged to devote themselves to
housework and childbearing. Hopper's greatest technical achievement was to create the tools that would
allow humans to communicate with computers in terms other than ones and zeroes. This advance influenced
all future programming and software design and laid the foundation for the development of user-friendly
personal computers.
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Editorial Review

Review

I saw Grace Hopper speak when I was a young software programmer at Bell Labs. While she spoke of great
technology and the power of computing, she also re-enforced the creative power of youthful thinking, public
speaking, and collaborative efforts. Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age brings all of
those themes together in a compelling way, placing Grace Hopper where she belongs: at the creative genesis
of the technology upon which our world depends.

(Lucy Sanders, CEO and Co-founder, National Center for Women and Information Technology)

It is a pleasure to finally read a biography of Grace Hopper that does not simply list the clichéd myths about
'Amazing Grace' but instead tells the story of her wonderful life and contributions to the development of
programming languages. Beyer reveals interesting facts and aspects of her life that I have never seen
published. It portrays Grace as a human being and subject to the whims of both personal and social problems
of her era. Along the way it provides insight into the changing social status of technically oriented women
and details the personal struggles that this caused Grace and her female colleagues.

(Michael R. Williams, Professor Emeritus, Department of Computer Science, University of Calgary)

Beyer's meticulously researched biography shows how Hopper was one of the first to realise that software
was the key to unlocking the power of the computer.

(The Guardian)

Bravo to Beyer for unearthing the fascinating, many-faceted history...of a phenomenal technology we take
for granted and for portraying a woman of astonishing powers.

(Booklist)

About the Author

Kurt W. Beyer is a former professor at the United States Naval Academy and lectures regularly on the
process of technological innovation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

Here thing why this particular Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age (Lemelson Center
Studies in Invention and Innovation series) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is



good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and
Innovation series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age (Lemelson Center
Studies in Invention and Innovation series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information
Age (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series) in e-book can be your alternative.

Annie Adcock:

The reserve with title Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age (Lemelson Center Studies in
Invention and Innovation series) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Kristy Douglas:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Grace Hopper and the Invention of the
Information Age (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series), you are able to enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Helen Noyola:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Grace Hopper and the Invention
of the Information Age (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention and Innovation series) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age (Lemelson Center Studies in Invention
and Innovation series) become your own personal starter.
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