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Germany's Eastern Front in World War II saw many campaigns and battles that
have been "forgotten" by a Soviet Union that tried to hide its military failures.
The Red Army's invasion of Romania in April and May 1944 was one such
campaign, which produced nearly 200,000 casualties and tarnished the
reputations of its commanders. The redoubtable David Glantz, the world's
leading authority on the Soviet military in World War II, now restores this tale to
its proper place in the annals of World War II.

Working from newly available Russian and long-neglected German
archives—plus Red Army unit histories and commanders' memoirs—Glantz
reconstructs an imposing mosaic that reveals the immense scope and ambitious
intent of the first Iasi-Kishinev offensive. His re-creation shows that Stalin was
not as preoccupied with a direct route to Berlin as he was with a "broad front"
strategy designed to gain territory and find vulnerable points in Germany's
extended lines of defense. If successful, the invasion would have also eliminated
Romania as Germany's ally, cut off the vital Ploiesti oilfields, and provided a
base from which to consolidate Soviet power throughout the Balkans.

Glantz traces the 2nd Ukrainian Front's offensive along the Tirgu-Frumos, Iasi,
and Dnestr River axes and the 3rd Ukrainian Front's simultaneous advance to the
Dnestr River and dramatic struggle to seize bridgeheads across the river and
capture Kishinev. He discloses General Ivan Konev's strategic plan as the 2nd
Ukrainian Front prepared its Iasi offensive and fought a climactic battle with the
German Eighth Army and its Romanian allies in the Tirgu-Frumos region in
early May, then the regrouping of General Rodion Malinovsky's 3rd Ukrainian
Front for its decisive offensive toward Kishinev, which aborted in the face of a
skillful counterstroke by a threadbare German Sixth Army. Glantz describes how
the Wehrmacht, with a nucleus of survived combat veterans, was able to beat
back Soviet forces hampered by spring floods, while already fragile Soviet
logistical support was further undermined by the Wehrmacht's scorched-earth
strategy.
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Although Konev's and Malinovsky's offensives ultimately failed, the Red Army
managed to inflict heavy losses on Axis forces, exacerbating the effects of
Germany's defeats in the Ukraine and making it more difficult for the Wehrmacht
to contain the Soviet juggernaut's ultimate advance toward Berlin. By re-creating
this forgotten offensive, Glantz commemorates a rich and important chapter in
the history of a war that brought down the German Army and reshaped the map
of Europe.
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1944 was one such campaign, which produced nearly 200,000 casualties and tarnished the reputations of its
commanders. The redoubtable David Glantz, the world's leading authority on the Soviet military in World
War II, now restores this tale to its proper place in the annals of World War II.

Working from newly available Russian and long-neglected German archives—plus Red Army unit histories
and commanders' memoirs—Glantz reconstructs an imposing mosaic that reveals the immense scope and
ambitious intent of the first Iasi-Kishinev offensive. His re-creation shows that Stalin was not as preoccupied
with a direct route to Berlin as he was with a "broad front" strategy designed to gain territory and find
vulnerable points in Germany's extended lines of defense. If successful, the invasion would have also
eliminated Romania as Germany's ally, cut off the vital Ploiesti oilfields, and provided a base from which to
consolidate Soviet power throughout the Balkans.

Glantz traces the 2nd Ukrainian Front's offensive along the Tirgu-Frumos, Iasi, and Dnestr River axes and
the 3rd Ukrainian Front's simultaneous advance to the Dnestr River and dramatic struggle to seize
bridgeheads across the river and capture Kishinev. He discloses General Ivan Konev's strategic plan as the
2nd Ukrainian Front prepared its Iasi offensive and fought a climactic battle with the German Eighth Army
and its Romanian allies in the Tirgu-Frumos region in early May, then the regrouping of General Rodion
Malinovsky's 3rd Ukrainian Front for its decisive offensive toward Kishinev, which aborted in the face of a
skillful counterstroke by a threadbare German Sixth Army. Glantz describes how the Wehrmacht, with a
nucleus of survived combat veterans, was able to beat back Soviet forces hampered by spring floods, while
already fragile Soviet logistical support was further undermined by the Wehrmacht's scorched-earth strategy.

Although Konev's and Malinovsky's offensives ultimately failed, the Red Army managed to inflict heavy
losses on Axis forces, exacerbating the effects of Germany's defeats in the Ukraine and making it more
difficult for the Wehrmacht to contain the Soviet juggernaut's ultimate advance toward Berlin. By re-creating
this forgotten offensive, Glantz commemorates a rich and important chapter in the history of a war that
brought down the German Army and reshaped the map of Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Glantz’s study corrects a sixty-year misinterpretation of Soviet Army operations along the Romanian
approaches to the Balkans in 1944 and adds tremendously to our understanding of the war’s conduct in the
east.”—Roger Reese, author of Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps,
1918–1991 “With his usual command of the sources and devotion to detail, Glantz once again brings to light
a little-known episode of the struggle on the Eastern Front. . . . Essential reading for students of World War
II.”—Richard L. DiNardo, author of Germany and the Axis Powers: From Coalition to Collapse “Glantz is
once again at the top of his form.”—Dennis Showalter, author of Patton and Rommel: Men of War in the
Twentieth Century

From the Back Cover
"Glantz's study corrects a sixty-year misinterpretation of Soviet Army operations along the Romanian
approaches to the Balkans in 1944 and adds tremendously to our understanding of the war's conduct in the
east."--Roger Reese, author of Red Commanders: A Social History of the Soviet Army Officer Corps, 1918-
1991

"With his usual command of the sources and devotion to detail, Glantz once again brings to light a little-
known episode of the struggle on the Eastern Front. . . . Essential reading for students of World War II."--
Richard L. DiNardo, author of Germany and the Axis Powers: From Coalition to Collapse

"Glantz is once again at the top of his form."--Dennis Showalter, author of Patton and Rommel: Men of War
in the Twentieth Century

About the Author
David M. Glantz is the author of When Titans Clashed, The Battle of Kursk, The Battle for Leningrad,
Zhukov's Greatest Defeat, Stumbling Colossus, Colossus Reborn, and many other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Nguyen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Red Storm over the
Balkans: The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War Studies) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Red Storm over the Balkans:
The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War Studies)is the main one of several books
that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.



Henry Evans:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the guide untitled Red Storm over the Balkans: The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944
(Modern War Studies) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Cooper:

Beside this Red Storm over the Balkans: The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War
Studies) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Red Storm over the Balkans:
The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War Studies) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Mathew Holstein:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Red Storm over the Balkans: The
Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War Studies) as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Red Storm over the Balkans:
The Failed Soviet Invasion of Romania, Spring 1944 (Modern War Studies) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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