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Samuel Barber (1910-1981) was one of the most important and honored
American composers of the twentieth century. Writing in a great variety of
musical forms--symphonies, concertos, operas, vocal music, and chamber music-
-he infused his works with poetic lyricism and gave tonal language and forms
new vitality. His rich legacy includes such famous compositions as the Adagio
for Strings, the orchestral song Knoxville: Summer of 1915, three concertos, and
his two operas, the Pulitzer Prize-winning Vanessa and Antony and Cleopatra, a
commissioned work that opened the new Metropolitan Opera House at Lincoln
Center. Generously documented by letters, sketchbooks, original musical
manuscripts, and interviews with friends, colleagues and performers with whom
he worked, this is the first book to cover Barber's entire career and all of his
compositions. The biographical material on Barber is closely interspersed with a
discussion of his music, displaying Barber's creative processes at work from his
early student compositions to his mature masterpieces. Heyman also provides the
social context in which this major composer grew: his education, how he built his
career, the evolving musical tastes of American audiences, his relationship to
musical giants like Serge Koussevitzky, and the role of radio in the promotion of
his music. A testament to the significance of the new Romanticism, Samuel
Barber stands as a model biography of an important American musical figure.
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Samuel Barber (1910-1981) was one of the most important and honored American composers of the
twentieth century. Writing in a great variety of musical forms--symphonies, concertos, operas, vocal music,
and chamber music--he infused his works with poetic lyricism and gave tonal language and forms new
vitality. His rich legacy includes such famous compositions as the Adagio for Strings, the orchestral song
Knoxville: Summer of 1915, three concertos, and his two operas, the Pulitzer Prize-winning Vanessa and
Antony and Cleopatra, a commissioned work that opened the new Metropolitan Opera House at Lincoln
Center. Generously documented by letters, sketchbooks, original musical manuscripts, and interviews with
friends, colleagues and performers with whom he worked, this is the first book to cover Barber's entire career
and all of his compositions. The biographical material on Barber is closely interspersed with a discussion of
his music, displaying Barber's creative processes at work from his early student compositions to his mature
masterpieces. Heyman also provides the social context in which this major composer grew: his education,
how he built his career, the evolving musical tastes of American audiences, his relationship to musical giants
like Serge Koussevitzky, and the role of radio in the promotion of his music. A testament to the significance
of the new Romanticism, Samuel Barber stands as a model biography of an important American musical
figure.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Eleven years after his death, the American composer Barber is the subject of a large-scale biography, the first
since 1955 (Nathan Broder, Samuel Barber , LJ 12/15/54). Based on the author's Ph.D. dissertation, this
exhaustively documented study makes extensive use of original sources, including correspondence,
manuscripts, and interviews. Unfortunately, the material is quite poorly organized. The biographical
narrative is constantly disrupted by lengthy, discursive discussions of Barber's compositions. Treating the
"life" and "works" separately (cf. Eric W. White's Stravinsky: A Critical Survey , Greenwood, 1979, or
Maynard Solomon's Beethoven , LJ 11/15/77) would have been much clearer and more user-friendly.
Despite these major problems, this book is recommended for large music collections because it represents
such thorough research. For others, the article on Barber in the New Grove Dictionary of American Music
will suffice.
- Eugene Gaub, Villa Maria Coll., Buffalo, N.Y.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"For the reader interested in a particular repertory, Heyman's approach is perfect....Heyman's book provides
choral musicians a valuable resource for the study and performance of Barber's music."--Choral Journal

"Would that every American composer might be as well served as is Samuel Barber by Barbara Heyman,
whose book will, as critic Michael Steinberg observed, 'be the foundation of all Barber scholarship
forever.'...A bold claim, but one borne out by a careful reading of Heyman's
text."--Choice

"We can be grateful for Barbara Heyman's exhaustive assemblage of fact and opinion."--Yale Review

"So striking and sound in its discussion of his works that it gives a hefty boost to Barber scholarship and
suggests a model for other such studies....A clear, rich, and accessible pool of indispensable
information....The book, like the composer, emerges as a boon and a triumph."--Institute
for Studies in American Music Newsletter

"Barbara Heyman has worked diligently and intelligently to produce a book which will be the foundation of
all Barber scholarship forever, to which all writers on American music will be turning constantly and for
which we shall be immensely grateful. I was completely absorbed in the reading of
it."--Michael Steinberg, San Francisco Symphony and Minnesota Orchestra

"[A] comprehensive study. [Heyman] has brought to bear a formidable knowledge of Barber's music and its
genesis, together with a sympathetic appreciation of his life, to produce a portrait which, in factual terms at
least, may be considered definitive."--Music and Letters

"[Heyman] brings together a great amount of detail and documentation that makes this book a necessary
point of reference."--The Musical Times

"Here is a cornicopia of data on the works of Samuel Barber....Through diligent investigation of and liberal
quotations from letters, interviews, programs, reviews, books, articles, marginalia, and private tapes and



films, Barbara Heyman gives us all manner of details about the background,
performances, recordings, and reception of all Barber's compositions....The detail is virtually
staggering....The abundance of interesting photographs and the presence of so many intelligently selected
musical examples from manuscripts and published scores is laudable....This book will be consulted
for many generations because of its marvelous, original data on Barber's works."--American Music

About the Author

Barbara B. Heyman, a pianist, editor, and musicologist, has written and lectured extensively on Samuel
Barber. She lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

The book Samuel Barber: The Composer and His Music can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Samuel
Barber: The Composer and His Music? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Samuel
Barber: The Composer and His Music has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Eula Hunter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Samuel Barber: The Composer
and His Music is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dominic Maddock:

The e-book untitled Samuel Barber: The Composer and His Music is the publication that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Samuel Barber: The Composer and His Music from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.



Helen Scott:

You can find this Samuel Barber: The Composer and His Music by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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